
1999 SESSION

INTRODUCED

999750400
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1711
2 Offered January 13, 1999
3 A BILL to amend and reenact § 58.1-3814 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the local utility tax.
4 ––––––––––
5 Patrons––Phillips (By Request) and Kilgore (By Request)
6 ––––––––––
7 Referred to Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns
8 ––––––––––
9 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

10 1. That § 58.1-3814 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
11 § 58.1-3814. Water or heat, light and power companies.
12 A. Any county, city or town may impose a tax on the consumers of the utility service or services
13 provided by any water or heat, light and power company or other corporations coming within the
14 provisions of Chapter 26 (§ 58.1-2600 et seq.), which tax shall not be imposed at a rate in excess of
15 twenty percent of the monthly amount charged to consumers of the utility service and shall not be
16 applicable to any amount so charged in excess of fifteen dollars per month for residential customers.
17 Any city, town or county that on July 1, 1972, imposed a utility consumer tax in excess of limits
18 specified herein may continue to impose such a tax in excess of such limits, but no more. There shall be
19 an additional $2.50 per month charge on the purchase of electric or gas service for residential purposes
20 by those counties with a landfill use fee to be designated for landfill expansion.
21 B. Any tax enacted pursuant to the provisions of this section, or any change in a tax or structure
22 already in existence, shall not be effective until sixty days subsequent to written notice by certified mail
23 from the county, city or town imposing such tax or change thereto, to the registered agent of the utility
24 corporation that is required to collect the tax.
25 C. Any county, city or town may impose a tax on the consumers of services provided within its
26 jurisdiction by any electric light and power, water or gas company owned by another municipality;
27 provided, that no county shall be authorized under this section to impose a tax within a municipality on
28 consumers of services provided by an electric light and power, water or gas company owned by that
29 municipality. Any county tax imposed hereunder shall not apply within the limits of any incorporated
30 town located within such county which town imposes a town tax on consumers of utility service or
31 services provided by any corporation coming within the provisions of Chapter 26, provided that such
32 town (i) provides police or fire protection, and water or sewer services, provided that any such town
33 served by a sanitary district or service authority providing water or sewer services or served by the
34 county in which the town is located when such service or services are provided pursuant to an
35 agreement between the town and county shall be deemed to be providing such water and sewer services
36 itself, or (ii) constitutes a special school district and is operated as a special school district under a town
37 school board of three members appointed by the town council.
38 Any county, city or town may provide for an exemption from the tax for any public safety agency as
39 defined in § 58.1-3813.
40 Any city with a population of not less than 27,000 and not more than 28,500 may provide an
41 exemption from the tax for any church or religious body entitled to an exemption pursuant to Article 4
42 (§ 58.1-3650 et seq.) of Chapter 36.
43 Any municipality required to collect a tax imposed under authority of this section for another city or
44 county or town shall be entitled to a reasonable fee for such collection.
45 D. In a consolidated county wherein a tier-city exists, any county tax imposed hereunder shall apply
46 within the limits of any tier-city located in such county, as may be provided in the agreement or plan of
47 consolidation, and such tier-city may impose a tier-city tax on the same consumers of utility service or
48 services, provided that the combined county and tier-city rates do not exceed the maximum permitted by
49 state law.
50 E. The tax authorized by this section shall not apply to utility sales of products used as motor
51 vehicle fuels.
52 2. That an emergency exists and this act is in force from its passage.
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