
1997 SESSION

INTRODUCED

975888297
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 686
2 Offered January 20, 1997
3 Commending Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University on the occasion of its 125th
4 anniversary.
5 ––––––––––
6 Patrons––Moss, Abbitt, Albo, Almand, Armstrong, Baker, Barlow, Behm, Bennett, Bloxom, Brickley,
7 Bryant, Callahan, Cantor, Christian, Clement, Connally, Cooper, Councill, Cox, Cranwell, Crittenden,
8 Croshaw, Crouch, Cunningham, Darner, Davies, DeBoer, Deeds, Diamonstein, Dickinson, Dillard,
9 Drake, Dudley, Forbes, Grayson, Griffith, Guest, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove, Heilig, Howell, Hull,

10 Ingram, Jackson, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, J.C., Katzen, Keating, Kilgore, Landes, Lovelace,
11 Marshall, May, McClure, McDonnell, McEachin, Melvin, Mims, Moore, Moran, Morgan, Murphy,
12 Nelms, Nixon, O'Brien, Orrock, Parrish, Phillips, Plum, Puller, Purkey, Putney, Reid, Rhodes,
13 Robinson, Rollison, Ruff, Rust, Scott, Sherwood, Shuler, Spruill, Stump, Tata, Tate, Thomas, Van
14 Landingham, Van Yahres, Wagner, Wardrup, Watkins, Watts, Way, Weatherholtz, Wilkins and
15 Woodrum; Senators: Barry, Bolling, Colgan, Edwards, Gartlan, Hanger, Hawkins, Holland, Houck,
16 Howell, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G., Miller, Y.B., Norment, Quayle, Reasor, Reynolds,
17 Schrock, Stolle, Stosch, Ticer, Trumbo, Waddell, Wampler, Whipple, Williams and Woods
18 ––––––––––
19 WHEREAS, on March 19, 1872, Governor Gilbert C. Walker signed the bill that created the Virginia
20 Agricultural and Mechanical College, which opened its doors in October of that year to 132 students;
21 and
22 WHEREAS, funds for the creation of the college came from the Morrill Land-Grant Act, which had
23 been signed 10 years earlier by President Abraham Lincoln and which allowed the federal government
24 to give land to the states to raise funds for the establishment of new colleges; and
25 WHEREAS, 125 years and three name changes later, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State
26 University has grown into the largest university in the Commonwealth, enrolling nearly 25,000 students
27 in 200 undergraduate and graduate degree programs; and
28 WHEREAS, Virginia Tech has, throughout its history, established a number of "firsts," including
29 being home to the first college military corps to become co-ed, in 1973; and
30 WHEREAS, with its many strong academic programs and its continuous commitment to excellence,
31 Virginia Tech has built a national and international reputation for leadership and innovation in a wide
32 variety of academic disciplines; and
33 WHEREAS, long a leader in science, engineering, and agriculture, Virginia Tech has also earned
34 national acclaim for its colleges of architecture, business, forestry and wildlife, education, and arts and
35 sciences; and
36 WHEREAS, Virginia Tech's graduate programs now produce 37 percent of Virginia's doctorates; its
37 fully computerized library offers nearly two million volumes and an array of electronic databases; its
38 innovative Blacksburg Electronic Village connects all campus facilities with the Town of Blacksburg via
39 fiber-optic cable; and its research program is now the largest among Virginia's colleges and universities;
40 and
41 WHEREAS, intelligent and motivated students, a dedicated and highly qualified faculty, a visionary
42 administration, and some of the finest facilities in the world all make Virginia Tech a rare and valuable
43 asset to the Commonwealth; now, therefore, be it
44 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly most
45 heartily commend Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University on the occasion of its 125th
46 anniversary; and, be it
47 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the General Assembly join with the students, faculty, staff, and
48 thousands of alumni of Virginia Tech in commemorating this milestone in the university's history; and,
49 be it
50 RESOLVED FINALLY, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
51 for presentation to Paul E. Torgersen, president of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, in
52 honor of Virginia Tech's position of leadership among the country's institutions of higher education.
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