
1997 SESSION

ENROLLED

1 VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY –– CHAPTER

2 An Act to amend and reenact § 57-2.01 the Code of Virginia and to amend the Code of Virginia by
3 adding a section numbered 2.1-24.2, relating to the recognition of the Virginia Act for Religious
4 Freedom and its celebration and to the designation of a Commonwealth Day of Prayer.

5 [H 2256]
6 Approved

7 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
8 1. That § 57-2.01 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted and that the Code of Virginia
9 is amended by adding a section numbered 2.1-24.2 as follows:

10 § 2.1-24.2. Commonwealth Day of Prayer.
11 The first Thursday in May of each year shall be designated the "Commonwealth Day of Prayer" and
12 shall be a day on which the people of this Commonwealth may turn to God in prayer and meditation
13 and may celebrate the religious freedom secured for them by the laws of this Commonwealth and
14 nation.
15 § 57-2.01. Religious Freedom Week and Day.
16 On the 200th Anniversary of the enactment of the Virginia Act for Religious Freedom, the 1986
17 Virginia General Assembly commends their eighteenth century predecessors for their wisdom and
18 foresight and declares that from this date forth, the second full week of every January is designated as
19 Religious Freedom Week in the Commonwealth of Virginia.
20 In addition, the date of the passage of the Virginia Act for Religious Freedom merits special
21 commemoration and celebration in the Commonwealth and nation. For this purpose, the sixteenth day of
22 January of each year shall be designated "Religious Freedom Day."
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