Department of Planning and Budget
2024 Session Fiscal Impact Statement

. Bill Number: HB288
House of Origin [ | Introduced X] Substitute [] Engrossed
Second House [] InCommittee [ | Substitute [ ] Enrolled

Patron: Wiley
. Committee: Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources

Title: Stationary blinds for waterfowl; providing location of blinds to Department of
Wildlife Resources.

Summary: Requires a person that is obtaining a waterfowl blind license, at the time of the
transaction, to provide the unique location of each stationary waterfowl blind to the
Department of Wildlife Resources, identified as standardized latitude and longitude
coordinates, using the decimal degrees format with a minimum of five-digit precision. The
bill further requires the Department to publish such coordinates by November 1 of each year,
excluding any customer personal information, on its website in a searchable, publicly
accessible, and conspicuous manner. This bill has a delayed effective date of January 1,
2025.

. Budget Amendment Necessary: No.
. Fiscal Impact Estimates: Preliminary. See item 8.

. Fiscal Implications: It is anticipated that any fiscal impact on the Department of Wildlife
Resources as a result of this bill can be absorbed within existing resources.

Violations of the provisions in this bill are classified as Class 2 misdemeanors. Anyone
convicted of a Class 2 misdemeanor is subject to a sentence of up to six months in jail and a
fine of not more than $1,000, either or both. Proceeds of all fines and penalties collected for
offenses committed against the Commonwealth are paid into the state treasury to the credit of
the Literary Fund.

There is not enough information available to reliably estimate the increase in jail population
as a result of this proposal. However, any increase in jail population will increase costs to the
state. The Commonwealth currently pays localities $5.00 a day for each misdemeanant or
otherwise local-responsible prisoner held in a jail. It also funds a large portion of the jails’
operating costs, e.g., correctional officers. The state’s share of these costs on a per prisoner,
per day basis varies from locality to locality. However, according to the Compensation
Board’s most recent Jail Cost Report (November 2023), the estimated total state support for
local jails averaged $45.76 per inmate, per day in FY 2022.



9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected: Department of Wildlife Resources;
local and regional jails; courts; localities.

10. Technical Amendment Necessary: No.

11. Other Comments: None.



