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2024 SESSION

INTRODUCED
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HOUSE BILL NO. 312
Offered January 10, 2024
Prefiled January 5, 2024
A BILL to amend the Code of Virginia by adding in Chapter 16 of Title 55.1 sections numbered
55.1-1606 through 55.1-1609 and to repeal Article 2 (88 55.1-1406 through 55.1-1409) of Chapter
14 of Title 55.1 of the Code of Virginia, relating to rental conveyances; leases; assignments.

Patrons—Gardner, Anthony, Callsen, Martinez, Reaser and Seibold
Referred to Committee on General Laws

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding in Chapter 16 of Title 55.1 sections numbered
55.1-1606 through 55.1-1609 as follows:

§ 55.1-1606. Grantees and assignees have same rights against lessees as lessors.

A grantee or assignee of any land leased, or of the reversion thereof, and his heirs, personal
representative, or assigns, shall enjoy against the lessee, and his heirs, personal representative, or
assigns, the like advantage, by action or entry for any forfeiture or by action upon any covenant or
promise in the lease that the grantor, assignor, or lessor, or his heirs, might have enjoyed.

§ 55.1-1607. Lessees have same rights against grantees as against lessors.

A lessee, his personal representative, or his assigns may have against a grantee or alienee of the
reversion, or of any part of such reversion, his heirs, or his assigns the like benefit of any condition,
covenant, or promise in the lease as he could have had against the lessor himself and his heirs and
assigns, except the benefit of any warranty, in deed or law.

§55.1-1608. What powers to pass to grantee or devisee; when attornment unnecessary.

In conveyances or devises of rents in fee, with powers of distress and reentry, or either of them, such
powers shall pass to the grantee or devisee without express words. A grant or devise of a rent, or of a
reversion or remainder, is good and effectual without attornment of the tenant, but no tenant who,
before notice of the grant, paid the rent to the grantor shall suffer any damage as a result of such
payment.

§55.1-1609. When attornment void.

The attornment of a tenant to any stranger is void, unless it is with the consent of the landlord of
such tenant or pursuant to or in consequence of the judgment or order of a court.

2. That Article 2 (88 55.1-1406 through 55.1-1409) of Chapter 14 of Title 55.1 of the Code of
Virginia is repealed.
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