
2023 SESSION

INTRODUCED

23104220D
1 SENATE BILL NO. 1366
2 Offered January 11, 2023
3 Prefiled January 11, 2023
4 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 4.1-604 and 19.2-392.13 of the Code of Virginia and to amend the
5 Code of Virginia by adding in Title 4.1 a chapter numbered 16, consisting of sections numbered
6 4.1-1600 and 4.1-1601, relating to Virginia Cannabis Incubator Project.
7 ––––––––––

Patrons––McClellan, Favola and Boysko
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Rehabilitation and Social Services

10 ––––––––––
11 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
12 1. That §§ 4.1-604 and 19.2-392.13 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted and that
13 the Code of Virginia is amended by adding in Title 4.1 a chapter numbered 16, consisting of
14 sections numbered 4.1-1600 and 4.1-1601, as follows:
15 § 4.1-604. Powers and duties of the Board.
16 The Board shall have the following powers and duties:
17 1. Promulgate regulations in accordance with the Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.) and
18 § 4.1-606;
19 2. Control the possession, sale, transportation, and delivery of marijuana and marijuana products;
20 3. Grant, suspend, and revoke licenses for the cultivation, manufacture, distribution, sale, and testing
21 of marijuana and marijuana products as provided by law;
22 4. Determine the nature, form, and capacity of all containers used for holding marijuana products to
23 be kept or sold and prescribe the form and content of all labels and seals to be placed thereon;
24 5. Maintain actions to enjoin common nuisances as defined in § 4.1-1113;
25 6. Establish standards and implement an online course for employees of retail marijuana stores that
26 trains employees on how to educate consumers on the potential risks of marijuana use;
27 7. Establish a plan to develop and disseminate to retail marijuana store licensees a pamphlet or
28 similar document regarding the potential risks of marijuana use to be prominently displayed and made
29 available to consumers;
30 8. Establish a position for a Cannabis Social Equity Liaison who shall lead the Cannabis Business
31 Equity and Diversity Support Team and liaise with the Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion on
32 matters related to diversity, equity, and inclusion standards in the marijuana industry;
33 9. Establish a Cannabis Business Equity and Diversity Support Team, which shall (i) develop
34 requirements for the creation and submission of diversity, equity, and inclusion plans by persons who
35 wish to possess a license in more than one license category pursuant to subsection C of § 4.1-805,
36 which may include a requirement that the licensee participate in social equity apprenticeship plan, and
37 an approval process and requirements for implementation of such plans; (ii) manage the Virginia
38 Cannabis Equity Business Loan Program established in Chapter 15 (§ 4.1-1500 et seq.); (iii) manage
39 the Virginia Cannabis Incubator Project established in Chapter 16 (§ 4.1-1600 et seq.); (iv) be
40 responsible for conducting an analysis of potential barriers to entry for small, women-owned, and
41 minority-owned businesses and veteran-owned businesses interested in participating in the marijuana
42 industry and recommending strategies to effectively mitigate such potential barriers; (iii) (v) provide
43 assistance with business planning for potential marijuana establishment licensees; (iv) (vi) spread
44 awareness of business opportunities related to the marijuana marketplace in areas disproportionately
45 impacted by marijuana prohibition and enforcement; (v) (vii) provide technical assistance in navigating
46 the administrative process to potential marijuana establishment licensees; and (vi) (viii) conduct other
47 outreach initiatives in areas disproportionately impacted by marijuana prohibition and enforcement as
48 necessary;
49 10. Establish a position for an individual with professional experience in a health related field who
50 shall staff the Cannabis Public Health Advisory Council, established pursuant to § 4.1-603, liaise with
51 the Office of the Secretary of Health and Human Resources and relevant health and human services
52 agencies and organizations, and perform other duties as needed.
53 11. Establish and implement a plan, in coordination with the Cannabis Social Equity Liaison and the
54 Director of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion to promote and encourage participation in the marijuana
55 industry by people from communities that have been disproportionately impacted by marijuana
56 prohibition and enforcement and to positively impact those communities;
57 12. Sue and be sued, implead and be impleaded, and complain and defend in all courts;
58 13. Adopt, use, and alter at will a common seal;
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59 14. Fix, alter, charge, and collect rates, rentals, fees, and other charges for the use of property of, the
60 sale of products of, or services rendered by the Authority at rates to be determined by the Authority for
61 the purpose of providing for the payment of the expenses of the Authority;
62 15. Make and enter into all contracts and agreements necessary or incidental to the performance of
63 its duties, the furtherance of its purposes, and the execution of its powers under this subtitle, including
64 agreements with any person or federal agency;
65 16. Employ, at its discretion, consultants, researchers, architects, engineers, accountants, financial
66 experts, investment bankers, superintendents, managers, and such other employees and special agents as
67 may be necessary and fix their compensation to be payable from funds made available to the Authority.
68 Legal services for the Authority shall be provided by the Attorney General in accordance with Chapter 5
69 (§ 2.2-500 et seq.) of Title 2.2;
70 17. Receive and accept from any federal or private agency, foundation, corporation, association, or
71 person grants or other aid to be expended in accomplishing the objectives of the Authority, and receive
72 and accept from the Commonwealth or any state and any municipality, county, or other political
73 subdivision thereof or from any other source aid or contributions of either money, property, or other
74 things of value, to be held, used, and applied only for the purposes for which such grants and
75 contributions may be made. All federal moneys accepted under this section shall be accepted and
76 expended by the Authority upon such terms and conditions as are prescribed by the United States and as
77 are consistent with state law, and all state moneys accepted under this section shall be expended by the
78 Authority upon such terms and conditions as are prescribed by the Commonwealth;
79 18. Adopt, alter, and repeal bylaws, rules, and regulations governing the manner in which its
80 business shall be transacted and the manner in which the powers of the Authority shall be exercised and
81 its duties performed. The Board may delegate or assign any duty or task to be performed by the
82 Authority to any officer or employee of the Authority. The Board shall remain responsible for the
83 performance of any such duties or tasks. Any delegation pursuant to this subdivision shall, where
84 appropriate, be accompanied by written guidelines for the exercise of the duties or tasks delegated.
85 Where appropriate, the guidelines shall require that the Board receive summaries of actions taken. Such
86 delegation or assignment shall not relieve the Board of the responsibility to ensure faithful performance
87 of the duties and tasks;
88 19. Conduct or engage in any lawful business, activity, effort, or project consistent with the
89 Authority's purposes or necessary or convenient to exercise its powers;
90 20. Develop policies and procedures generally applicable to the procurement of goods, services, and
91 construction, based upon competitive principles;
92 21. Develop policies and procedures consistent with Article 4 (§ 2.2-4347 et seq.) of Chapter 43 of
93 Title 2.2;
94 22. Acquire, purchase, hold, use, lease, or otherwise dispose of any property, real, personal or mixed,
95 tangible or intangible, or any interest therein necessary or desirable for carrying out the purposes of the
96 Authority; lease as lessee any property, real, personal or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any interest
97 therein, at such annual rental and on such terms and conditions as may be determined by the Board;
98 lease as lessor to any person any property, real, personal or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any interest
99 therein, at any time acquired by the Authority, whether wholly or partially completed, at such annual

100 rental and on such terms and conditions as may be determined by the Board; sell, transfer, or convey
101 any property, real, personal or mixed, tangible or intangible, or any interest therein, at any time acquired
102 or held by the Authority on such terms and conditions as may be determined by the Board; and occupy
103 and improve any land or building required for the purposes of this subtitle;
104 23. Purchase, lease, or acquire the use of, by any manner, any plant or equipment that may be
105 considered necessary or useful in carrying into effect the purposes of this subtitle, including rectifying,
106 blending, and processing plants;
107 24. Appoint every agent and employee required for its operations, require any or all of them to give
108 bonds payable to the Commonwealth in such penalty as shall be fixed by the Board, and engage the
109 services of experts and professionals;
110 25. Hold and conduct hearings, issue subpoenas requiring the attendance of witnesses and the
111 production of records, memoranda, papers, and other documents before the Board or any agent of the
112 Board, and administer oaths and take testimony thereunder. The Board may authorize any Board
113 member or agent of the Board to hold and conduct hearings, issue subpoenas, administer oaths and take
114 testimony thereunder, and decide cases, subject to final decision by the Board, on application of any
115 party aggrieved. The Board may enter into consent agreements and may request and accept from any
116 applicant or licensee a consent agreement in lieu of proceedings on (i) objections to the issuance of a
117 license or (ii) disciplinary action. Any such consent agreement shall include findings of fact and may
118 include an admission or a finding of a violation. A consent agreement shall not be considered a case
119 decision of the Board and shall not be subject to judicial review under the provisions of the
120 Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.), but may be considered by the Board in future
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121 disciplinary proceedings;
122 26. Make a reasonable charge for preparing and furnishing statistical information and compilations to
123 persons other than (i) officials, including court and police officials, of the Commonwealth and of its
124 subdivisions if the information requested is for official use and (ii) persons who have a personal or legal
125 interest in obtaining the information requested if such information is not to be used for commercial or
126 trade purposes;
127 27. Assess and collect civil penalties and civil charges for violations of this subtitle and Board
128 regulations;
129 28. Review and approve any proposed legislative or regulatory changes suggested by the Chief
130 Executive Officer as the Board deems appropriate;
131 29. Report quarterly to the Secretary of Public Safety and Homeland Security on the law-enforcement
132 activities undertaken to enforce the provisions of this subtitle;
133 30. Establish and collect fees for all permits set forth in this subtitle, including fees associated with
134 applications for such permits;
135 31. Develop and make available on its website guidance documents regarding compliance and safe
136 practices for persons who cultivate marijuana at home for personal use, which shall include information
137 regarding cultivation practices that promote personal and public safety, including child protection, and
138 discourage practices that create a nuisance;
139 32. Develop and make available on its website a resource that provides information regarding (i)
140 responsible marijuana consumption; (ii) health risks and other dangers associated with marijuana
141 consumption, including inability to operate a motor vehicle and other types of transportation and
142 equipment; and (iii) ancillary effects of marijuana consumption, including ineligibility for certain
143 employment opportunities. The Board shall require that the web address for such resource be included
144 on the label of all retail marijuana and retail marijuana product as provided in § 4.1-1402; and
145 33. Do all acts necessary or advisable to carry out the purposes of this subtitle.
146 CHAPTER 16.
147 VIRGINIA CANNABIS INCUBATOR PROJECT.
148 § 4.1-1600. Definitions.
149 As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:
150 "Co-location" means a single property with separate business suites, partitions, or addresses, in
151 which micro-growers may cultivate cannabis with the intent to sell the cannabis to a processor or
152 dispensary.
153 "Dispensary" means a facility operated by a dispenser or dispensing organization at which activities
154 permitted by this subtitle may occur.
155 "Disproportionately impacted area" means a census tract or comparable geographic area that
156 satisfies any of the following criteria as determined by the U.S. Department of Commerce:
157 1. The area has a poverty rate of at least 20 percent according to the latest federal decennial
158 census;
159 2. Seventy-five percent or more of the children in the area participate in the federal free lunch
160 program according to reported statistics from the Board of Education;
161 3. At least 20 percent of the households in the area receive assistance under the Supplemental
162 Nutrition Assistance Program; or
163 4. The area is designated as economically distressed by the U.S. Department of Commerce due to the
164 area's per capita income being 80 percent or less of the national average per capita income for a
165 period of at least two consecutive calendar years preceding the date of the application.
166 "Economic equity applicant" means a person who is a resident of a disproportionately impacted
167 area.
168 "Incubator Project" means the Virginia Cannabis Incubator Project.
169 "Micro-grower" means a person who is licensed by the Board under the Incubator Project to
170 cultivate cannabis with the intent to sell the cannabis to a processor or dispensary.
171 "Processor" means a facility operated by an organization or business that is licensed by the Board
172 to either extract constituent chemicals or compounds to produce cannabis concentrate or incorporate
173 cannabis or cannabis concentrate into a product formulation to produce a cannabis product.
174 "Retailer" means any person who sells at retail any cannabis product, the sale of which requires a
175 license under the provisions of this subtitle.
176 "Social equity applicant" means a person who meets the criteria in § 4.1-606.
177 § 4.1-1601. Virginia Cannabis Incubator Project.
178 A. The Board shall establish the Virginia Cannabis Incubator Project to encourage social equity
179 applicants and economic equity applicants from disproportionately impacted areas to apply and, if
180 granted, a cannabis license, the Incubator Project shall provide direct support in the form of counseling
181 services, education, small business coaching, and financial planning.
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182 B. The Board, in consultation with the Cannabis Equity Reinvestment Board, shall promulgate
183 regulations to operate the Incubator Project, including the following:
184 1. Issue licenses to micro-growers who meet the criteria of subsection A;
185 2. Require all micro-growers to operate in a co-location facility;
186 3. Require that all co-location facilities contain at least seven micro-growers;
187 4. Authorize the licensure of an unlimited number of micro-growers, notwithstanding any other
188 provision of law;
189 5. Permit a micro-grower to cultivate up to 4,000 pounds of cannabis per year;
190 6. Prohibit a micro-grower from holding more than one marijuana cultivation license at any given
191 time;
192 7. Require that any cannabis grown under this section be processed and sold on-site by a
193 cooperative of micro-growers, an independent processor, or an independent retailer. Such independent
194 retailers shall be subject to all retail regulations promulgated by the Board; and
195 8. Permit a micro-grower to relocate to another co-location facility. After participating for five years
196 in the Incubator Project, a micro-grower may apply for a license for his own facility, subject to
197 regulations promulgated by the Board.
198 C. Any micro-grower who is a lawful grower, processor, or seller of industrial hemp as provided in
199 Chapter 41.1 (§ 3.2-4112 et seq.) of Title 3.2 may use any existing facilities or equipment for the
200 cultivation of marijuana consistent with this section. The Board and the Department of Agriculture and
201 Consumer Services shall promulgate regulations to ensure that all products are kept separate to avoid
202 cross-contamination.
203 § 19.2-392.13. (For contingent effective date see Acts 2021, Sp. Sess. I, cc. 524 and 542)
204 Disposition of records when an offense is sealed; permitted uses of sealed records.
205 A. Upon electronic notification that a court order for sealing has been entered pursuant to
206 § 19.2-392.7, 19.2-392.8, 19.2-392.9, 19.2-392.11, or 19.2-392.12, the Department of State Police shall
207 not disseminate any criminal history record information contained in the Central Criminal Records
208 Exchange, including any records relating to an arrest, charge, or conviction, that was ordered to be
209 sealed, except for purposes set forth in this section and pursuant to rules and regulations adopted
210 pursuant to § 9.1-128 and procedures adopted pursuant to § 9.1-134. Upon receipt of such electronic
211 notification, the Department of State Police shall electronically notify those agencies and individuals
212 known to maintain or to have obtained such a record that such record has been ordered to be sealed and
213 may only be disseminated for purposes set forth in this section and pursuant to rules and regulations
214 adopted pursuant to § 9.1-128 and procedures adopted pursuant to § 9.1-134. Any records maintained
215 electronically that are transformed or transferred by whatever means to an offline system or to a
216 confidential and secure area inaccessible from normal use within the system in which the record is
217 maintained shall be considered sealed, provided that such records are accessible only to the manager of
218 the records or their designee.
219 B. Upon entry of a court order for sealing pursuant to § 19.2-392.7, 19.2-392.8, 19.2-392.9,
220 19.2-392.11, or 19.2-392.12, the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court and any circuit court clerk
221 who maintains a case management system that interfaces with the Department of State Police under
222 subsection B1 of § 17.1-502 shall ensure that the court record of such arrest, charge, or conviction is not
223 available for public online viewing as directed by subsections B and C of § 17.1-293.1. Additionally,
224 upon entry of such an order for sealing, the clerk of court shall not disseminate any court record of such
225 arrest, charge, or conviction, except as provided in subsections D and E.
226 C. Records relating to an arrest, charge, or conviction that was ordered to be sealed pursuant to
227 § 19.2-392.7, 19.2-392.8, 19.2-392.9, 19.2-392.11, or 19.2-392.12 shall not be open for public inspection
228 or otherwise disclosed, provided that such records may be disseminated and used for the following
229 purposes: (i) to make the determination as provided in § 18.2-308.2:2 of eligibility to possess or
230 purchase a firearm; (ii) for fingerprint comparison utilizing the fingerprints maintained in the Automated
231 Fingerprint Information System; (iii) to the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission for its research
232 purposes; (iv) to any full-time or part-time employee of the State Police or a police department or
233 sheriff's office that is a part of or administered by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision
234 thereof for the purpose of screening any person for full-time employment or part-time employment with,
235 or to be a volunteer with, the State Police or a police department or sheriff's office that is a part of or
236 administered by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof; (v) to the State Health
237 Commissioner or his designee for the purpose of screening any person who applies to be a volunteer
238 with or an employee of an emergency medical services agency as provided in § 32.1-111.5; (vi) to any
239 full-time or part-time employee of the Department of Forensic Science for the purpose of screening any
240 person for full-time or part-time employment with the Department of Forensic Science; (vii) to the chief
241 law-enforcement officer of a locality, or his designee who shall be an individual employed as a public
242 safety official of the locality, that has adopted an ordinance in accordance with §§ 15.2-1503.1 and
243 19.2-389 for the purpose of screening any person who applies to be a volunteer with or an employee of
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244 an emergency medical services agency as provided in § 32.1-111.5; (viii) to any full-time or part-time
245 employee of the Department of Motor Vehicles, any employer as defined in § 46.2-341.4, or any
246 medical examiner as defined in 49 C.F.R. § 390.5 for the purpose of complying with the regulations of
247 the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration; (ix) to any employer or prospective employer or its
248 designee where federal law requires the employer to inquire about prior criminal charges or convictions;
249 (x) to any employer or prospective employer or its designee where the position that a person is applying
250 for, or where access to the premises in or upon which any part of the duties of such position is
251 performed or is to be performed, is subject to any requirement imposed in the interest of the national
252 security of the United States under any security program in effect pursuant to or administered under any
253 contract with, or statute or regulation of, the United States or any Executive Order of the President; (xi)
254 to any person authorized to engage in the collection of court costs, fines, or restitution under subsection
255 C of § 19.2-349 for purposes of collecting such court costs, fines, or restitution; (xii) to administer and
256 utilize the DNA Analysis and Data Bank set forth in Article 1.1 (§ 19.2-310.2 et seq.) of Chapter 18;
257 (xiii) to publish decisions of the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, or any circuit court; (xiv) to any
258 full-time or part-time employee of a court, the Office of the Executive Secretary, the Division of
259 Legislative Services, or the Chairs of the House Committee for Courts of Justice and the Senate
260 Committee on the Judiciary for the purpose of screening any person for full-time or part-time
261 employment as a clerk, magistrate, or judge with a court or the Office of the Executive Secretary; (xv)
262 to any employer or prospective employer or its designee where this Code or a local ordinance requires
263 the employer to inquire about prior criminal charges or convictions; (xvi) to any employer or
264 prospective employer or its designee that is allowed access to such sealed records in accordance with the
265 rules and regulations adopted pursuant to § 9.1-128 and procedures adopted pursuant to § 9.1-134; (xvii)
266 to any business screening service for purposes of complying with § 19.2-392.16; (xviii) to any attorney
267 for the Commonwealth and any person accused of a violation of law, or counsel for the accused, in
268 order to comply with any constitutional and statutory duties to provide exculpatory, mitigating, and
269 impeachment evidence to an accused; (xix) to any party in a criminal or civil proceeding for use as
270 authorized by law in such proceeding; (xx) to any party for use in a protective order hearing as
271 authorized by law; (xxi) to the Department of Social Services or any local department of social services
272 for purposes of performing any statutory duties as required under Title 63.2; (xxii) to any party in a
273 proceeding relating to the care and custody of a child for use as authorized by law in such proceeding;
274 (xxiii) to the attorney for the Commonwealth and the court for purposes of determining eligibility for
275 sealing pursuant to the provisions of § 19.2-392.12; (xxiv) to determine a person's eligibility to be
276 empaneled as a juror; and (xxv) to any full-time or part-time employee of the Virginia Cannabis Control
277 Authority for the purpose of determining whether a person qualifies as an applicant for the Virginia
278 Cannabis Incubator Project established in Chapter 16 (§ 4.1-1600 et seq.) of Title 4.1; and (xxvi) to the
279 person arrested, charged, or convicted of the offense that was sealed.
280 D. Upon request from any person to access a paper or a digital image of a court record, the clerk of
281 court shall determine whether such record is open to public access and inspection. If the clerk of court
282 determines that the court record has been sealed, such record shall not be provided to the requestor
283 without an order from the court that entered the order to seal the court record. Any order from a court
284 that allows access to a paper or a digital image of a court record that has been sealed shall only be
285 issued for one or more of the purposes set forth in subsection C. Such order to access a paper or a
286 digital image of a court record that has been sealed shall allow the requestor to photocopy such court
287 record. No fee shall be charged to any person filing a motion to access a paper or a digital image of a
288 court record that has been sealed if the person filing such motion is the same person who was arrested,
289 charged, or convicted of the offense that was sealed.
290 E. No access shall be provided to electronic records in an appellate court, circuit court, or district
291 court case management system maintained by the Executive Secretary of the Supreme Court or in a case
292 management system maintained by a clerk of the circuit court for any arrest, charge, or conviction that
293 was ordered to be sealed pursuant to § 19.2-392.7, 19.2-392.8, 19.2-392.9, 19.2-392.11, or 19.2-392.12,
294 except to the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission for its research purposes. Such electronic
295 records may be disseminated to the Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission without a court order.
296 F. If a pleading or case document in a court record that was sealed is included among other court
297 records that have not been ordered to be sealed, the clerk of court shall not be required to prohibit
298 dissemination of that record. The Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, and any circuit court shall not be
299 required to prohibit dissemination of any published or unpublished opinion relating to an arrest, charge,
300 or conviction that was ordered to be sealed.
301 G. The Department of Motor Vehicles shall not seal any conviction or any charge that was deferred
302 and dismissed after a finding of facts sufficient to justify a finding of guilt (i) in violation of federal
303 regulatory record retention requirements or (ii) in violation of federal program requirements if the
304 Department of Motor Vehicles is required to suspend a person's driving privileges as a result of a
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305 conviction or deferral and dismissal ordered to be sealed. Upon receipt of an order directing that an
306 offense be sealed, the Department of Motor Vehicles shall seal all records if the federal regulatory
307 record retention period has run and all federal program requirements associated with a suspension have
308 been satisfied. However, if the Department of Motor Vehicles cannot seal an offense pursuant to this
309 subsection at the time it is ordered, the Department of Motor Vehicles shall (a) notify the Department of
310 State Police of the reason the record cannot be sealed and cite the authority prohibiting sealing at the
311 time it is ordered; (b) notify the Department of State Police of the date, if known at the time when the
312 sealing is ordered, on which such record can be sealed; (c) seal such record on that date; and (d) notify
313 the Department of State Police when such record has been sealed within the Department of Motor
314 Vehicles' records.
315 H. No arrest, charge, or conviction that has been sealed may be used to impeach the credibility of a
316 testifying witness at any hearing or trial unless (i) its probative value, supported by specific facts and
317 circumstances, substantially outweighs its prejudicial effect and (ii) the proponent gives an adverse party
318 reasonable written notice of the intent to use it so that the party has a fair opportunity to contest its use.
319 I. The provisions of this section shall not prohibit the disclosure of sealed criminal history record
320 information or any information from such records among law-enforcement officers and attorneys when
321 such disclosures are made by such officers or attorneys while engaged in the performance of their duties
322 for purposes solely relating to the disclosure or use of exculpatory, mitigating, and impeachment
323 evidence or between attorneys for the Commonwealth when related to the prosecution of a separate
324 crime.
325 2. That the Board of Directors of the Virginia Cannabis Control Authority (the Board) shall
326 promulgate regulations to implement the provisions of this act by January 1, 2024. With the
327 exception of § 2.2-4031 of the Code of Virginia, neither the provisions of the Administrative
328 Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq. of the Code of Virginia) nor public participation guidelines adopted
329 pursuant thereto shall apply to the Board's initial adoption of regulations to implement the
330 provisions of this act. However, prior to adopting any regulation, the Board shall publish a notice
331 of opportunity to comment in the Virginia Register of Regulations and post the action on the
332 Virginia Regulatory Town Hall. Such notice of opportunity to comment shall contain (i) a
333 summary of the proposed regulation; (ii) the text of the proposed regulation; and (iii) the name,
334 address, and telephone number of the agency contact person responsible for receiving public
335 comments. Such notice shall be made at least 60 days in advance of the last date prescribed in
336 such notice for submittals of public comment. The legislative review provisions of subsections A
337 and B of § 2.2-4014 of the Code of Virginia shall apply to the promulgation or final adoption
338 process for regulations pursuant to this section. The Board shall consider and keep on file all
339 public comments received for any regulation adopted pursuant to this act.
340 3. That the provisions of this act shall become effective when the Board of Directors of the
341 Virginia Cannabis Control Authority (the Board) provides notice to the Division of Legislative
342 Services that the Board is authorized to implement regulations permitting the manufacture, sale,
343 and distribution of cannabis in the Commonwealth.


