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1 SENATE BILL NO. 1198
2 AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
3 (Proposed by the House Committee on Health, Welfare and Institutions
4 on February 14, 2023)
5 (Patron Prior to Substitute––Senator Saslaw)
6 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 54.1-3435.2 and 54.1-3467 of the Code of Virginia, relating to
7 distribution of hypodermic needles, syringes, and insulin pens; exemption for treatment of diabetes.
8 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
9 1. That §§ 54.1-3435.2 and 54.1-3467 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as

10 follows:
11 § 54.1-3435.2. Permit to act as medical equipment supplier; storage; limitation; regulations.
12 A. Unless otherwise authorized by this chapter or Chapter 33 (§ 54.1-3300 et seq.) of this title, it
13 shall be unlawful for any person to act as a medical equipment supplier, as defined in § 54.1-3401, in
14 this Commonwealth without a valid unrevoked permit issued by the Board. The applicant for a permit to
15 act as a medical equipment supplier in this Commonwealth shall apply to the Board for a permit, using
16 such form as the Board may furnish; renew such permit, if granted, annually on a date determined by
17 the Board in regulation; and remit a fee as determined by the Board.
18 B. Prescription drugs received, stored, and distributed by authority of this section shall be limited to
19 those Schedule VI controlled substances with no medicinal properties which are used for the operation
20 and cleaning of medical equipment, solutions for peritoneal dialysis, and sterile water and saline for
21 irrigation.
22 C. Distribution of any Schedule VI drug or device or of any hypodermic needle or syringe, or
23 medicinal oxygen by authority of this section is limited to delivery to the ultimate user upon lawful
24 order by a prescriber authorized to prescribe such drugs and devices.
25 D. The Board may promulgate such regulations relating to the storage, handling, and distribution of
26 prescription drugs, devices and controlled paraphernalia by medical equipment suppliers as it deems
27 necessary to implement this section, to prevent diversion of prescription drugs and devices and
28 controlled paraphernalia, and to protect the public.
29 E. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the dispensing or distribution of hypodermic needles,
30 syringes, or insulin pens by persons authorized to dispense insulin for the treatment of diabetes.
31 § 54.1-3467. Distribution of hypodermic needles or syringes, gelatin capsules, quinine or any of
32 its salts.
33 A. Distribution by any method, of any hypodermic needles or syringes, gelatin capsules, quinine or
34 any of its salts, in excess of one-fourth ounce shall be restricted to licensed pharmacists or to others
35 who have received a license or a permit from the Board.
36 B. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the dispensing or distributing of hypodermic needles and
37 syringes by persons authorized by the State Health Commissioner pursuant to a comprehensive harm
38 reduction program established pursuant to § 32.1-45.4 who are acting in accordance with the standards
39 and protocols of such program for the duration of the declared public health emergency.
40 C. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the dispensing or distributing of hypodermic needles and
41 syringes by persons authorized to dispense naloxone in accordance with the provisions of subsection Y
42 of § 54.1-3408 and who, in conjunction with such dispensing of naloxone, dispenses or distributes
43 hypodermic needles and syringes. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the dispensing of hypodermic
44 needles and syringes for the administration of prescribed drugs by prescribers licensed to dispense
45 Schedule VI controlled substances at a nonprofit facility pursuant to § 54.1-3304.1.
46 D. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the dispensing or distribution of hypodermic needles,
47 syringes, or insulin pens by persons authorized to dispense insulin for the treatment of diabetes.
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