
2023 SESSION

INTRODUCED

23103618D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 545
2 Offered January 11, 2023
3 Requesting the Department of Energy to study the barriers for local governments to directly purchase
4 clean energy or to facilitate the purchase of clean energy by their constituents. Report.
5 ––––––––––

Patrons––Sewell and Kory
6 ––––––––––
7 Referred to Committee on Rules
8 ––––––––––
9 WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Commonwealth to reach net-zero emissions by 2045 in all sectors,

10 including the electric power, transportation, industrial, agricultural, building, and infrastructure sectors;
11 and
12 WHEREAS, both direct purchases of clean energy by local governments and local governments
13 facilitating the purchase of clean energy by their constituents are in the public interest pursuant to the
14 Commonwealth Clean Energy Policy; and
15 WHEREAS, local governments face barriers to both directly purchasing clean energy or facilitating
16 the purchase of clean energy by their constituents; and
17 WHEREAS, identifying and reducing the barriers for local governments and their constituents to
18 purchase and access clean energy will help to better serve the residents, economy, and natural
19 environment of the Commonwealth and advance the goals of the Commonwealth Clean Energy Policy;
20 now, therefore, be it
21 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, that the Department of Energy be
22 requested to study the barriers for local governments to directly purchase clean energy or to facilitate the
23 purchase of clean energy by their constituents.
24 In conducting its study, the Department of Energy shall consider (i) existing authority and methods
25 for local governments to purchase clean energy and promote access to clean energy for their
26 constituents; (ii) barriers for local governments to directly purchase clean energy or to facilitate the
27 purchase of clean energy by their constituents; (iii) recommendations relating to reducing such barriers
28 and encouraging the purchase of and access to clean energy by local governments and their constituents;
29 (iv) specific local government programs, such as local green banks, that promote investments in clean
30 energy technologies at the local level; and (v) any other information that the Department of Energy
31 deems necessary to achieve the objectives of the study. In conducting its study, the Department of
32 Energy shall consult with stakeholders as needed, including representatives from governing bodies of
33 counties, cities, and towns across the Commonwealth; constituents of counties, cities, and towns seeking
34 clean energy options; and developers and electric utilities providing options for the purchase or lease of
35 clean energy or clean energy generation facilities by local governments or their constituents.
36 Technical assistance shall be provided to Department of Energy by the State Corporation
37 Commission. All agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Department of Energy
38 for this study, upon request.
39 The Department of Energy shall complete its meetings by November 30, 2023, and shall submit to
40 the Governor and the General Assembly an executive summary and a report of its findings and
41 recommendations for publication as a House or Senate document. The executive summary and report
42 shall be submitted as provided in the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for
43 the processing of legislative documents and reports no later than the first day of the 2024 Regular
44 Session of the General Assembly and shall be posted on the General Assembly's website.
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