
2023 SESSION

INTRODUCED

23102901D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 513
2 Offered January 11, 2023
3 Prefiled January 10, 2023
4 Directing the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers to study the establishment of natural organic
5 reduction, also known as green burial or human composting, facilities in the Commonwealth. Report.
6 ––––––––––

Patrons––Plum, Kory and Tran
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Rules
9 ––––––––––

10 WHEREAS, the term "natural organic reduction" means the contained, accelerated conversion of
11 human remains to soil; and
12 WHEREAS, the term "natural organic reduction facility" means a structure, room, or other space in a
13 building or real property where natural organic reduction of a human body occurs; and
14 WHEREAS, natural organic reduction provides a sustainable alternative to cremation and burial;
15 now, therefore, be it
16 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the Board of Funeral Directors
17 and Embalmers be directed to study the establishment of natural organic reduction, also known as green
18 burial or human composting, facilities in the Commonwealth.
19 In conducting its study, the Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers shall study (i) the creation,
20 operation, and regulation of natural organic reduction facilities as cemetery corporations; (ii) the need for
21 and interest in natural organic reduction services as an alternative to cremation and burial services; and
22 (iii) the feasibility of establishing natural organic reduction facilities in the Commonwealth.
23 All agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Board of Funeral Directors and
24 Embalmers for this study, upon request.
25 The Board of Funeral Directors and Embalmers shall complete its meetings by November 30, 2023,
26 and shall submit to the Governor and the General Assembly an executive summary and a report of its
27 findings and recommendations for publication as a House or Senate document. The executive summary
28 and report shall be submitted as provided in the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated
29 Systems for the processing of legislative documents and reports no later than the first day of the 2024
30 Regular Session of the General Assembly and shall be posted on the General Assembly's website.
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