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Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 22.1-209.001 as follows:

§ 22.1-209.001. Comprehensive school counseling program.

The Department shall develop and implement written guidance for a comprehensive school
counseling program for the purpose of providing counseling services and supports in the school setting
that address the academic achievement, college and career readiness, and mental health and social and
emotional needs of all students. Such written guidance shall:

1. Be developed and implemented by [ a] licensed school [ esunseler counselors] ;

2. Be based on [ regularly updated standards de;elepedbyanaﬂgnalepgammenpeppe@enﬁ-ng
school counselors; dtilize nationally recognized and state | recognized counselor frameworks [ 5 ] and
align with the Standards of Learning and standards of accreditation;

3. Be age-appropriate and systematically aligned to all grades, kindergarten through grade 12;

4. Provide a process for identifying student needs through a school data review integrating
use-of-time data, program results data, and communication with administrators, parents, and students;
and

5. Include (i) provisions for parental consent to, parental notification of, appropriate parental
involvement in, and the confidentiality of school counseling services and (ii) procedures by which a
parent may limit or prohibit his child's participation in school counseling services.

2. That the Department of Education shall develop and implement guidance for a comprehensive
school counseling program pursuant to this act by the beginning of the 2024-2025 school year.
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