
2023 SESSION

ENGROSSED

23103235D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 2257
2 House Amendments in [ ] - February 6, 2023
3 A BILL to amend and reenact § 24.2-222 of the Code of Virginia, relating to elections; local offices;
4 election of council for cities and towns; exemption from district-based and ward-based restrictions
5 for small localities.
6 ––––––––––

Patron Prior to Engrossment––Delegate Cordoza
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Privileges and Elections
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That § 24.2-222 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
12 § 24.2-222. Election and terms of mayor and council for cities and towns.
13 A. The qualified voters of each city and town shall elect a mayor, if so provided by charter, and a
14 council for the terms provided by charter. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or
15 special, in a city or town with a population in excess of [ 35,000 25,000 ] persons that imposes
16 district-based or ward-based residency requirements for members of the city or town council, the
17 member elected from each district or ward shall be elected by the qualified voters of that district or
18 ward and not by the locality at large.
19 B. Except as provided in § 24.2-222.1, and notwithstanding any other provision of law, general or
20 special: (i) any election of mayor or councilmen of a city or town whose charter provides for such
21 elections at two-year or four-year intervals shall take place at the May general election of an
22 even-numbered year and (ii) any election of mayor or councilmen of a city or town whose charter
23 provides for such elections at one-year or three-year intervals shall take place at the general election in
24 May of the years designated by charter. The persons so elected shall enter upon the duties of their
25 offices on July 1 succeeding their election and remain in office until their successors have qualified.
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