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HOUSE BILL NO. 2186
AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
(Proposed by the House Commiittee for Courts of Justice
on January 27, 2023)
(Patron Prior to Substitute—Delegate Rasoul)
A BILL to amend and reenact § 15.2-1717.1 of the Code of Virginia, relating to trespass; other person
lawfully in charge of the property; locality.
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That §15.2-1717.1 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§15.2-1717.1. Designation of palice to enforce trespass violations.

A. Any locality may by ordinance establish a procedure whereby the owner, lessee, custodian, or
person lawfully in charge as those terms are used in § 18.2-119, of rea property may designate the local
law-enforcement agency as a "person lawfully in charge of the property” for the purpose of forbidding
another to go or remain upon the lands, buildings or premises as specified in the designation. The
ordinance shal require that any such designation be in writing and on file with the local
law-enforcement agency.

B. Unless the owner of such property objects, the maintenance code official of a locality shall be
considered a person lawfully in charge of real property that has been declared a derelict building as
defined in § 15.2-907.1 for the purpose of posting a sign or signs to prohibit any person to go upon or
remain upon the premises of such property without the authority of law.
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