
2023 SESSION

INTRODUCED

23103820D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1880
2 Offered January 11, 2023
3 Prefiled January 10, 2023
4 A BILL to amend and reenact § 15.2-1520 of the Code of Virginia, relating to record of legal settlement
5 or judgment by locality; disclosure.
6 ––––––––––

Patron––Bennett-Parker
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That § 15.2-1520 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
12 § 15.2-1520. Employment of counsel to defend localities and political subdivisions, governing
13 bodies, officers or employees in certain proceedings; costs and expenses of such proceedings.
14 Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, general or special, a locality, or political
15 subdivision of such locality may employ the county, city, or town attorney, or the attorney for the
16 Commonwealth, if there be no county, city, or town attorney, or other counsel approved by the
17 governing body to defend it, or any member thereof, or any officer of the locality, or political
18 subdivision or employee thereof, or any trustee or member of any board or commission appointed by the
19 governing body in any legal proceeding to which the governing body, or any member thereof, or any of
20 the foregoing named persons may be a defendant, when such proceeding is instituted against it, or them
21 by virtue of any actions in furtherance of their duties in serving the locality or political subdivision as
22 its governing body or as members thereof or the duties or service of any officer or employee of the
23 locality or political subdivision or any trustee or any member of any board or commission appointed by
24 the governing body.
25 All costs and expenses of such proceedings so defended shall be charged against the treasury of the
26 locality, or political subdivision and shall be paid out of funds provided therefor by the governing body
27 thereof. Further, in the event any settlement is agreed upon or judgment is rendered against any of the
28 foregoing persons or the governing body, the governing body may, in its discretion, pay such settlement
29 or judgment from public funds or other funds or in connection with all of the foregoing may expend
30 public or other funds for insurance or to establish and maintain a self-insurance program to cover such
31 risks or liability. A record of such amount paid in settlement or judgment, whether paid directly by the
32 locality or by the other means described in the preceding sentence, shall be retained by the locality and
33 the record of such amount shall be subject to disclosure if requested pursuant to the Virginia Freedom
34 of Information Act (§ 2.2-3700 et seq.).
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