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2023 SESSION

INTRODUCED

23101444D
HOUSE BILL NO. 1708
Offered January 11, 2023
Prefiled January 9, 2023
A BILL to amend and reenact 88 15.2-926.2 and 16.1-123.1 of the Code of Virginia and to repeal
§ 18.2-391.1 of the Code of Virginia, relating to prohibited sales and loans of materials deemed
harmful to juveniles; exceptions; repeal.

Patrons—L aRock, March, Walker and Wiley
Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That 8§ 15.2-926.2 and 16.1-123.1 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as
follows:

§15.2-926.2. Adoption of ordinances prohibiting obscenity.

The locality may adopt ordinances to prohibit obscenity or conduct paralleling the provisions of
Article 5 (8 18.2-372 et seq.) and Article 6 (8 18.2-390 et seq.) of Chapter 8 of Title 18.2 and
prohibiting the dissemination to juveniles of, and their access to, materials deemed harmful to juveniles
as defined in subseetion (6) of 8 18.2-390 in public at places frequented by juveniles or where juveniles
are or may be invited as part of the general public. Exeeptions as provided in §-18:2-391-1 shall apply
thereto. The penalty for violating the provisions of such ordinance shall not be greater than the penalty
imposed for a Class 1 misdemeanor.

§16.1-123.1. Criminal and traffic jurisdiction of general district courts.

1. Each genera district court shall have, within the county, including the towns within such county,
or city for which it is established, exclusive original jurisdiction for the trial of:

a. All offenses against the ordinances, laws and bylaws of such county, including the towns within
such county, or city or of any service district within such county or city, except a city ordinance enacted
pursuant to 88 18.2-372 through 18:2-3941 18.2-391. All offenses against the ordinances of a service
district shall be prosecuted in the name of such service district;

b. All other misdemeanors and traffic infractions arising in such county, including the towns in such
county, or city.

2. Each general district court which is established within a city shall also have:

a. Concurrent jurisdiction with the circuit court of such city for al violations of state revenue and
election laws; and

b. Exclusive original jurisdiction, except as otherwise provided by genera law or the city charter,
within the area extending for one mile beyond the corporate limits thereof, for the trial of all offenses
against the ordinances, laws and bylaws of the city.

3. If a city lying within a county has no general district court provided by city charter or under
general law, then the general district court of the county within which such city lies shall have the same
jurisdiction in such city as a general district court established for a city would have.

4. Each general district court shall have such other jurisdiction, exclusive or concurrent, as may be
conferred on such court by general law or by provisions of the charter of the city for which the court
was established.

5. Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection C of § 19.2-244, any county general district court
authorized by § 16.1-69.35:01 to be established in a city shall have exclusive original jurisdiction for the
trial of all misdemeanors committed within or upon the general district court courtroom.

6. Upon certification by the general district court of any felony charge and ancillary misdemeanor
charge or when an appeal of a conviction of an offense in general district court is noted, jurisdiction as
to such charges shall vest in the circuit court, unless such case is reopened pursuant to § 16.1-133.1; a
final judgment, order, or decree is modified, vacated, or suspended pursuant to Supreme Court of
Virginia Rule 1:1; or the appeal has been withdrawn in the general district court within 10 days pursuant
to § 16.1-133.

7. Nothing herein shall affect the jurisdiction conferred on the juvenile and domestic relations district
court by Chapter 11 (8§ 16.1-226 et seq.).

2. That §18.2-391.1 of the Code of Virginia is repealed.
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