
2022 SESSION

INTRODUCED

22107079D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 448
2 Offered March 7, 2022
3 Celebrating the life of the Honorable Flora Lonette Davis Crittenden.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Price, Adams, D.M., Adams, L.R., Austin, Avoli, Bagby, Ballard, Batten, Bell, Bennett-Parker,
Bourne, Brewer, Bulova, Byron, Campbell, J.L., Campbell, R.R., Carr, Cherry, Clark,
Convirs-Fowler, Cordoza, Coyner, Davis, Delaney, Durant, Filler-Corn, Fowler, Freitas, Glass,
Gooditis, Greenhalgh, Guzman, Hayes, Head, Helmer, Herring, Hodges, Hope, Hudson, Jenkins,
Keam, Kilgore, Kory, Krizek, LaRock, Leftwich, Lopez, Maldonado, March, Marshall, McGuire,
McNamara, McQuinn, Morefield, Mullin, Mundon King, Murphy, O'Quinn, Orrock, Plum, Rasoul,
Reid, Roem, Scott, D.L., Sewell, Shin, Sickles, Simon, Simonds, Subramanyam, Sullivan, Tata,
Taylor, Torian, Tran, VanValkenburg, Wachsmann, Walker, Wampler, Ward, Ware, Watts, Webert,
Wiley, Willett, Williams Graves, Wilt and Wright; Senators: Barker, Bell, Boysko, Chase, Cosgrove,
Deeds, DeSteph, Dunnavant, Ebbin, Edwards, Favola, Hackworth, Hanger, Hashmi, Howell, Kiggans,
Lewis, Locke, Lucas, Marsden, Mason, McClellan, McDougle, Morrissey, Newman, Norment,
Obenshain, Peake, Petersen, Pillion, Reeves, Ruff, Saslaw, Spruill, Stanley, Stuart, Suetterlein,
Surovell and Vogel

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, the Honorable Flora Lonette Davis Crittenden, a passionate educator and respected
7 public servant, died on November 2, 2021; and
8 WHEREAS, a native of New York, Flora Crittenden moved to Newport News at a young age and
9 graduated from Huntington High School; and

10 WHEREAS, after receiving her bachelor's degree from Virginia State University, Flora Crittenden
11 taught at Carver High School in Newport News; she earned a master's degree from Indiana University
12 over the course of four summers while still employed at Carver High School; and
13 WHEREAS, following retirement from Newport News Public Schools, where Flora Crittenden
14 inspired young people as an educator for more than 30 years, she received a Fellowship to continue her
15 education at the University of Louisville; and
16 WHEREAS, desirous to be of further service to her community, Flora Crittenden served on the
17 Newport News City Council, then ran for and was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, where
18 she represented the residents of the 95th District from 1993 to 2004; and
19 WHEREAS, during her tenure as a state lawmaker, Flora Crittenden introduced and supported many
20 important pieces of legislation to benefit her constituents and all Virginians; she offered her wisdom to
21 several standing committees and used her expertise as an educator to advocate for the Commonwealth's
22 young people; and
23 WHEREAS, Flora Crittenden served two four-year terms on the Board of Visitors of Christopher
24 Newport University, serving as a committee chair for part of her service; and
25 WHEREAS, Flora Crittenden enjoyed fellowship and worship with the congregation of Trinity
26 Baptist Church, and she volunteered her time with many civic organizations, including as a life member
27 and former president of the local NAACP chapter and a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.;
28 and
29 WHEREAS, in 1995, the former George Washington Carver High School, where Flora Crittenden
30 served for more than 30 years, was renamed the Flora D. Crittenden Middle School and was dedicated
31 in 1996 as a magnet school for mathematics and science; and
32 WHEREAS, predeceased by her beloved husband of 65 years, Raymond, and a grandson, Alonzo II,
33 Flora Crittenden will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by her children, Raymond III, Thursa,
34 and Alonzo, and their families, and numerous other family members and friends and colleagues on both
35 sides of the aisle; now, therefore, be it
36 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
37 note with great sadness the loss of the Honorable Flora Lonette Davis Crittenden, a former member of
38 the House of Delegates and an admired educator who touched countless lives in Hampton Roads; and,
39 be it
40 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
41 for presentation to the family of the Honorable Flora Lonette Davis Crittenden as an expression of the
42 General Assembly's respect for her memory.
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