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INTRODUCED
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HOUSE BILL NO. 5098
Offered August 20, 2020
A BILL to amend and reenact § 18.2-461 of the Code of Virginia, relating to hate crime; falsely
summoning or giving false reports to law-enforcement officials; penalty.

Patrons—Askew, Ayaa, Plum, Filler-Corn, Hope, Keam, Kory, Levine, Lopez, Price, Watts and Willett
Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That §18.2-461 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 18.2-461. Falsely summoning or giving false reports to law-enforcement officials.

It shall be unlawful for any person (i) to knowingly give a false report as to the commission of any

crime to any law-enforcement official with intent to midlead; (ii) to knowingly, with the intent to
mislead a law-enforcement agency, cause another to give a false report to any law-enforcement official
by publicly simulating a violation of Chapter 4 (8 18.2-30 et seq.) or Chapter 5 (8§ 18.2-77 et seq.); or
(iii) without just cause and with intent to interfere with the operations of any law-enforcement official,
to call or summon any law-enforcement official by telephone or other means, including engagement or
activation of an automatic emergency aarm. Violation of the provisions of this section shall be
punishable as a Class 1 misdemeanor. However, if a person intentionally gives a false report as to the
commission of any crime to any law-enforcement official, causes another to give a false report to any
law-enforcement official, or calls or summons any law-enforcement official against another person
because of his race, religious conviction, gender, disability, gender identity, sexual orientation, color, or
national origin, the person is guilty of a Class 6 felony, and the penalty upon conviction shall include a
term of confinement of at least six months.
2. That the provisions of this act may result in a net increase in periods of imprisonment or
commitment. Pursuant to § 30-19.1:4 of the Code of Virginia, the estimated amount of the
necessary appropriation cannot be determined for periods of imprisonment in state adult
correctional facilities, therefore, Chapter 1289 of the Acts of Assembly of 2020 requires the
Virginia Criminal Sentencing Commission to assign a minimum fiscal impact of $50,000. Pursuant
to § 30-19.1:4 of the Code of Virginia, the estimated amount of the necessary appropriation cannot
be determined for periods of commitment to the custody of the Department of Juvenile Justice.
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