
Department of Planning and Budget 
2020 Fiscal Impact Statement 

 
1. Bill Number:   SB905 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: Stanley 
 
3.  Committee: Passed both Houses. 
 
4. Title: Property; landlord and tenant; tenant's remedy by repair. 

 
5. Summary:  Permits a tenant, under certain circumstances, to have a condition that 

constitutes a material noncompliance by the landlord with the rental agreement or with 
provisions of law, or that if not promptly corrected will constitute a fire hazard or serious 
threat to the life, health, or safety of occupants of the premises, remedied by a third-party 
licensed contractor  or, in the case of a rodent infestation, a pesticide business employing 
commercial applicators or registered technicians who are licensed, certified, and registered 
with the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. The bill provides that, unless the 
tenant has been reimbursed by the landlord, the tenant may deduct from rent the actual costs 
incurred, not to exceed the amount of one month's periodic rent or $1,500, after submitting to 
the landlord an itemized statement accompanied by receipts for purchased items and third-
party contractor or pest control services. 

 
6. Budget Amendment Necessary:  No. 
  
7. Fiscal Impact Estimates:  Preliminary. 
 
8. Fiscal Implications:  The Department of Housing and Community Development has no 

oversight or administrative obligations regarding the Virginia Residential Landlord and 
Tenant Act. The department does update and publish on its website the Landlord Tenant 
Handbook. Any legislative changes made to the Act will be updated, but the department can 
do so using current resources. 

 

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  Department of Housing and 
Community Development. 

  
10. Technical Amendment Necessary:  No. 
  
11. Other Comments:  None. 
 


