Department of Planning and Budget
2020 Fiscal Impact Statement

1. Bill Number: SB780
House of Origin  [X] Introduced [] Substitute [] Engrossed
Second House [] InCommittee [ ] Substitute [ ] Enrolled

2. Patron: Lewis
3. Committee: General Laws and Technology
4. Title: Campgrounds; inherent risks; liability.

5. Summary: Provides that a person who goes camping at a campground shall be presumed to
have known the inherent risks of camping, which is defined in the bill. The bill states that a
campground, an owner or operator of a campground, and any employee or officer of a
campground shall be immune from civil liability for acts or omissions related to camping at a
campground if a person is injured or killed, or the property of an individual or group is
damaged, as a result of the inherent risks of camping. An owner or operator of a campground,
and any employee or officer of a campground, may be held civilly liable under this section if
the person or agents of the campground seeking immunity intentionally cause injury, death,
or property damage; act with a willful or wanton disregard for the safety of others or the
property of others; or fail to conspicuously post warning signs of a dangerous inconspicuous
condition known on the property if the owner of the campground is aware of the condition by
reason of a prior injury involving the same location or the same mechanism of injury.

6. Budget Amendment Necessary: No.

7. No Fiscal Impact.

8. Fiscal Implications: This bill would not have a fiscal impact on the Commonwealth.
9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected: None.

10. Technical Amendment Necessary: No.

11. Other Comments: HB1379, introduced by Delegate Leftwich, is a companion bill.



