
Department of Planning and Budget 
2020 Fiscal Impact Statement 

 

1. Bill Number:   HB966 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: Walker 

 

3.  Committee: Health, Welfare and Institutions 

 

4. Title: Health regulatory boards; conversion therapy. 

 

5. Summary:  The Board of Counseling, the Board of Medicine, the Board of Nursing, the 

Board of Psychology, and the Board of Social Work may each promulgate regulations 

prohibiting the use of electroshock therapy or other similar non-speech therapy in the practice 

of counseling any person under 18 years of age, provided, however, that each such health 

regulatory board, in promulgating such regulations, shall protect the fundamental rights of the 

practitioner or patient protected under the United States Constitution and shall not 

promulgate regulations that remove the fundamental right of an individual to select for 

himself, based on an informed and voluntary choice, a form of counseling that involves 

nothing more than "talk therapy," regardless of the age of the individual, including in 

situations where the patient is seeking such counseling to assist him in reducing or 

eliminating unwanted attractions or behaviors or concerns about gender identity. 

 

6. Budget Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

7. No Fiscal Impact. 

 

8. Fiscal Implications:  This bill would not have a fiscal impact on the Commonwealth. 

 

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  None. 

  

10. Technical Amendment Necessary:  No. 

  

11. Other Comments: None. 
 


