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2020 SESSION

INTRODUCED

20104528D
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 148
Offered January 17, 2020
Designating August, in 2020 and in each succeeding year, as Indian Heritage Month in Virginia.

Patrons—Bulova, Subramanyam, Aird, Avoli, Ayala, Carr, Convirs-Fowler, Davis, Deaney, Fariss,
Gilbert, Gooditis, Guzman, Hayes, Helmer, Hope, Hurst, Keam, Kory, Krizek, Levine, Lindsey,
Lopez, McQuinn, Mugler, Murphy, Plum, Price, Roem, Sickles, Tran, Tyler, Ward and Watts;
Senators: Bell, Boysko, Deeds, Ebbin, Edwards, Hanger, Hashmi, Lewis, Mason, McPike, Petersen
and Saslaw

Referred to Committee on Rules

WHEREAS, Virginia is home to a vibrant and growing Indian community, the members of which
have made, and continue to make, significant contributions to all facets of the Commonweadlth's
economic prosperity and overall quality of life; and

WHEREAS, Indian traditions, including the arts, dance, and cuisine, are an important part of the rich
cultural tapestry that make Virginia a special place to live and visit; and

WHEREAS, India is a mgjor trading partner with the United States and enjoys a specia relationship
with Virginia as one of its strongest trade allies; and

WHEREAS, August is a special month for Indians around the world, as the Republic of India
celebrates its National Independence Day on August 15; and

WHEREAS, India is now the world's most populous representative democracy, and Indians are proud
to have gained their independence through nonviolence, setting an example for other nations to follow;
and

WHEREAS, establishing August as Indian Heritage Month provides an opportunity to celebrate the
cultural, academic, economic, and political contributions of Indian Americans to Virginia and the United
States and to teach future generations about the unique heritage and vibrant traditions of India; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly designate
August, in 2020 and in each succeeding year, as Indian Heritage Month in Virginia; and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates transmit a copy of this resolution
to Harsh Vardhan Shringla, the Ambassador of India to the United States, so that he may be apprised of
the sense of the General Assembly of Virginia in this matter; and, be it

RESOLVED FINALLY, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates post the designation of this month
on the General Assembly's website.
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