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A BILL to amend and reenact § 23.1-602 of the Code of Virginia, relating to the establishment of the
Law-Enforcement Officer Tuition Grant Fund and Program.

Patron—Convirs-Fowler
Referred to Committee on Education

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That §23.1-602 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:

§ 23.1-602. L aw-Enforcement Officer Tuition Grant Fund and Program.

A. There is hereby created in the state treasury a special nonreverting fund to be known as the
Law-Enforcement Officer Tuition Grant Fund, referred to in this section as "the Fund." The Fund shall
be established on the books of the Comptroller. All funds appropriated for such purpose and any gifts,
donations, grants, bequests, and other funds received on its behalf shall be paid into the state treasury
and credited to the Fund. Interest earned on moneys in the Fund shall remain in the Fund and be
credited to it. Any moneys remaining in the Fund, including interest thereon, at the end of each fiscal
year shall not revert to the general fund but shall remain in the Fund. Moneys in the Fund shall be
used solely for the purposes of providing grants pursuant to the Law-Enforcement Officer Tuition Grant
Program established pursuant to subsection B. Expenditures and disbursements from the Fund shall be
made by the State Treasurer on warrants issued by the Comptroller upon written request signed by the
Director of the Department of Criminal Justice Services.

B. The Department of Criminal Justice Services shall enter into contracts to make payments to public
institutions of higher education and accredited private institutions of higher edueation whese primary

s within the Commenwealth establish the Law-Enforcement Officer Tuition Grant Program (the
Program) for the purpose of providing grants from the Fund on a competitive basis to local
law-enforcement agencies to cover the cost of tuition, books, and mandatory fees at a public institution
of higher education for up to two years for any law-enforcement officer of the Commonwealth oF its
political subdivisions, departrents; or adtherites or any locaity of the Commeonwedth whe B is
enrolled on a ful-time or part-time basis th coufses included 1 an undergraduate or graduate program
that leads to a degree or certificate i an area relating to law enforcement or suitable for
law-enforcement officers and () employed by such agency who enters into an agreement to continue to
serve as a law-enforcement officer in the Commenwealth for such agency upon completion of his course
of study for a period at least as long as the length of the course of study undertaken and paid for under
the provisions of this section pursuant to the Program and, in the event that he does not complete such
service, to repay the full amount of such payments on the terms and in the manner that the Department
of Criminal Justice Services prescribes.

B- C. Any individua who receives the benefit of funds expended pursuant to this section the
Program shall reimburse such funds to the Department of Crimina Justice Services if he fails to
satisfactorily complete the course for which the funds were expended.

The Department of Criminal Justice Services shall use such reimbursed funds in accordance with the
purposes of this section.

2. That the Department of Criminal Justice Services shall report to the Chairmen of the House
Committee on Appropriations, the House Committee on Education, the Senate Committee on
Finance, and the Senate Committee on Education and Health no later than September 1, 2024, on
the funding, utilization, and effectiveness of the Law-Enforcement Officer Tuition Grant Fund and
Program established pursuant to the provisions of this act.

3. That the provisions of this act shall expire on July 1, 2025.
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