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House Amendmentsin [ ] - February 7, 2020
A BILL to direct the Department of Environmental Quality to convene a work group to develop
recommendations on the issue of the disposal of construction fill and debris on rural lands.

Patron Prior to Engrossment—Del egate Guzman
Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Chesapeake and Natural Resources

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. § 1. That the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) shall convene a work group to research
the issue of the disposal of construction fill and debris on rural lands. The work group shall include
representatives of DEQ, the Department of Forestry, the Department of Agriculture and Consumer
Services, the Virginia Department of Transportation, nonprofit environmental organizations, the waste
disposal industry, the trucking industry, the Virginia Chapter of the American Planning Association, the
Virginia Farm Bureau Federation, the Virginia Agribusiness Council, the Virginia Association of
Counties, the Home Builders Assaciation of Virginia, [ the road construction industry, ] and the Virginia
Association of Soil and Water Conservation Districts. The work group shall research (i) the need of
road construction and development projects to dispose of dirt in a cost-effective manner; (ii) the
practice of rural landowners charging a fee to allow the use of their lands as disposal sites; (iii) the
extent of monitoring for possible contaminants or effects on groundwater when dirt and rubble is
deposited on agricultural fields, and (iv) the use of rural roads by dump trucks traveling to disposal
sites and any effects of such travel, including road damage, traffic congestion, noise, and the loss of a
portion of the dirt during transit in the form of dust or mud. The work group shall consider
recommending (a) regulations for possible adoption by DEQ, including a regulation containing a model
ordinance for adoption by localities, and (b) statutory changes, including changes related to agricultural
engineering operations and construction of terraces as those terms are used in the State Water Control
Law (8 62.1-44.2 et seq. of the Code of Virginia). The work group shall report its research and
recommendations to the Director of DEQ by December 1, 2020.
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