Department of Planning and Budget
2019 Fiscal Impact Statement

1. Bill Number: HBI1914
House of Origin  [X] Introduced [] Substitute [] Engrossed
Second House [] InCommittee [ ] Substitute [ ] Enrolled

2. Patron: Herring
3. Committee: Health, Welfare and Institutions

4. Title: Requirements for issuing prescriptions; exceptions for public health
practitioners.

5. Summary: Authorizes practitioners contracted by the Department of Health and
practitioners employed or contracted by a local health department to prescribe antibiotic
therapy to the sexual partner of a patient diagnosed with a sexually transmitted disease
without the physical examination normally required. Under current law, only employees of
the Department of Health are so authorized. Additionally, the bill authorizes a practitioner,
who is an employee of or contracted by the Department of Health or a local health
department, to prescribe Schedule VI antibiotics and antiviral agents to other persons in close
contact with a diagnosed patient without a bona-fide practitioner-patient relationship with the
diagnosed patient when emergency treatment is necessary to prevent imminent risk of death,
life-threatening illness, or serious disability.

6. Budget Amendment Necessary: No.

7. No Fiscal Impact.

8. Fiscal Implications: This bill would not have a fiscal impact on the Commonwealth as it
only impacts practitioners employed or contracted by the Department of Health or a local
health department.

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected: None.

10. Technical Amendment Necessary: No.

11. Other Comments: None.



