
2019 SESSION

INTRODUCED

19107176D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 1138
2 Offered February 18, 2019
3 Celebrating the life of Captain Anthony Reid Adams, USCG, Ret.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Tran, Adams, D.M., Adams, L.R., Aird, Austin, Ayala, Bagby, Bell, John J., Bell, Robert B.,
Bloxom, Bourne, Bulova, Byron, Campbell, R.R., Carr, Carroll Foy, Carter, Cole, Collins,
Convirs-Fowler, Davis, Delaney, Filler-Corn, Fowler, Freitas, Gilbert, Gooditis, Guzman, Hayes,
Head, Helsel, Heretick, Herring, Hodges, Hope, Hugo, Hurst, Ingram, James, Jones, J.C., Jones, S.C.,
Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory, Krizek, Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, Levine, Lindsey, Lopez, Marshall,
McNamara, McQuinn, Morefield, Mullin, Murphy, O'Quinn, Orrock, Peace, Pillion, Plum, Pogge,
Price, Rasoul, Reid, Robinson, Rodman, Roem, Rush, Samirah, Sickles, Simon, Stolle, Sullivan,
Torian, Toscano, Turpin, Tyler, VanValkenburg, Ward, Ware, Watts, Webert, Wilt, Wright and
Yancey; Senators: Boysko, Chase, Dance, DeSteph, Dunnavant, Ebbin, Favola, McClellan, Reeves,
Saslaw and Sturtevant

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Captain Anthony Reid Adams, USCG, Ret., a distinguished veteran and a generous
7 volunteer in his community, died on November 15, 2018; and
8 WHEREAS, a native of Bakersfield, California, Anthony "Tony" Reid Adams joined the United
9 States Coast Guard (USCG) at the age of 17 and served the nation for more than 30 years as a search

10 and rescue pilot, mastering several types of aircraft; and
11 WHEREAS, in 1977, Tony Adams was assigned to the Coast Guard Headquarters in Washington,
12 D.C., where he directed the Marine Environmental Protection Program, managing key legislative
13 proposals including the National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution Contingency Plan, the Oil Spill
14 Liability Trust Fund, the Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration Program, and the
15 Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act; and
16 WHEREAS, Tony Adams served as the fiduciary manager of the oil spill cleanup fund for USCG
17 and Environmental Protection Agency responses to spills in the United States' navigable waters, and he
18 researched, developed, and implemented innovative technologies such as "oil spill fingerprinting" to
19 identify the source of leaks and spills; and
20 WHEREAS, Tony Adams then served as deputy group commander and executive officer of Coast
21 Guard Air Station North Bend and commanding officer of Coast Guard Air Station Astoria, both located
22 in Oregon, overseeing several enhancements to the two stations; and
23 WHEREAS, following his successful command assignment, Tony Adams was appointed as the
24 USCG liaison to Forces Command at Fort McPherson in Georgia, then returned to Coast Guard
25 Headquarters to finish his career; and
26 WHEREAS, after his retirement, Tony Adams pursued a second career as chief executive officer of
27 Adams Maritime and the principal consultant for Gallagher Marine Systems, where he helped develop
28 spill containment and countermeasure plans for ships calling on United States ports; and
29 WHEREAS, Tony Adams was a devout Roman Catholic who served as treasurer for the Knights of
30 Columbus for 22 years, and he gave generously of his time and talents to support charitable
31 organizations; he also fostered medically fragile or abused children; and
32 WHEREAS, Tony Adams will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by his wife of 54 years,
33 Patricia Ann Adams; his children, the Honorable Dawn M. Adams, Anthony R. Adams, Jr., and Scott D.
34 Adams, and their families; and numerous other family members and friends; now, therefore, be it
35 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
36 note with great sadness the loss of Captain Anthony Reid Adams, USCG, Ret.; and, be it
37 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
38 for presentation to the family of Captain Anthony Reid Adams, USCG, Ret., as an expression of the
39 General Assembly's respect for his memory.
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