
Department of Planning and Budget 
2018 Fiscal Impact Statement 

 

1. Bill Number:   HB740 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: McGuire 

 

3.  Committee: Education 

 

4. Title: Department of Education; task force; cyber centers of excellence. 

 

5. Summary:  Requires the Department of Education to establish and appoint members to a 

task force for the purpose of establishing a program and standards for the designation of any 

public middle school or high school in the Commonwealth as a cyber center of excellence. 

The bill requires such program and standards to, at minimum, (i) establish a competitive 

process by which local school boards may apply to the Department of Education to designate 

any middle school or high school in the local school division as a cyber center of excellence 

and (ii) require applicants to demonstrate the ability to (a) provide high-quality programs and 

curricula for the development of the computer skills of enrolled students, (b) identify enrolled 

students with an aptitude for such programs and curricula, and (c) assist such students in 

developing their computer skills in order to be better prepared to meet the Commonwealth's 

growing demand and unmet need for cybersecurity professionals. The bill requires the task 

force to create and distribute to each local school board guidelines, procedures, and best 

practices for applications for the designation of schools as cyber centers of excellence. 

 

6. Budget Amendment Necessary:  No 
  

7. Fiscal Impact Estimates:  Preliminary. See Item 8. 
 

8. Fiscal Implications:  The Department of Education (DOE) estimates a state cost of $20,000 

each year to meet the requirements of this bill. As stand-alone legislation, DOE may be able 

to absorb this cost. However, several other bills require DOE to incur additional expenses, so 

if the aggregate number of these bills likely to pass is significant, DOE may require an 

additional general fund appropriation. 
 

Any impact to local school divisions is indeterminate. 
 

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  Department of Education, local school 

divisions 
  

10. Technical Amendment Necessary:  No 
  

11. Other Comments:  None 


