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1 SENATE BILL NO. 27
2 Offered January 10, 2018
3 Prefiled November 20, 2017
4 A BILL to direct the Virginia Community College System to establish the Temporary Assistance for
5 Needy Families Scholarship Pilot Program.
6 ––––––––––

Patrons––Stanley, Ebbin and McClellan; Delegate: Kory
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Education and Health
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. § 1. That the Virginia Community College System (VCCS) shall establish a two-year pilot program, to
12 be referred to as the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) Scholarship Pilot Program (the
13 Program), beginning in 2018 for the purpose of providing access to postsecondary educational
14 opportunities to students living in poverty. The Program shall provide to selected students who meet the
15 TANF eligibility requirements scholarships to select comprehensive community colleges in VCCS.
16 Program funds shall be used to make payments for the costs of tuition and books in advance of a
17 student's enrollment in a participating comprehensive community college.
18 § 2. The Program shall be funded with federal TANF block grant funds appropriated for this
19 purpose. Such funds shall be used to provide to 200 students participating in the program a maximum
20 of $4,000 each per year. Such funds shall be paid to VCCS for disbursement to participating
21 comprehensive community colleges.
22 § 3. The Program shall be implemented at two or more comprehensive community colleges, at least
23 one of which shall be located in an urban area and at least one of which shall be located in a rural
24 area. Comprehensive community colleges participating or applying to participate in the Program shall
25 submit information outlining educational and vocational programs offered at the applying or
26 participating comprehensive community college that have been shown, through surveys or other
27 assessments, to lead to self-sufficiency for enrolled students, including programs in which students
28 receive a degree or qualifications necessary to obtain licensure or certification in a specific field of
29 employment.
30 § 4. VCCS and the Virginia Department of Social Services shall enter into a memorandum of
31 understanding establishing the parameters of the Program and the method for selecting students to
32 participate in the Program. VCCS shall monitor, record, and analyze the outcomes of all students
33 participating in the Program.
34 § 5. VCCS shall report to the Governor and the General Assembly no later than December 1 of each
35 year of the Program. Such report shall include (i) the number of students who were eligible to
36 participate in the Program, (ii) the number of students selected to participate in the Program, (iii) the
37 criteria for selection and other nonidentifying statistical information about students selected to
38 participate in the Program, (iv) student outcome analysis and evaluation, (v) methods used to assess
39 student outcomes, (vi) information regarding the comprehensive community colleges selected to
40 participate in the Program and the areas in which such comprehensive community colleges are located,
41 (vii) actual expenditures for the Program, and (viii) any other information deemed necessary by VCCS
42 to evaluate the effectiveness of the Program.
43 2. That the provisions of this act shall not become effective unless an appropriation effectuating
44 the purposes of this act is included in a general appropriation act passed in 2018 by the General
45 Assembly that becomes law.
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