
2018 SESSION

INTRODUCED

18101073D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 177
2 Offered January 30, 2018
3 Celebrating the life of Trooper-Pilot Berke M.M. Bates.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Peace, Adams, D.M., Adams, L.R., Aird, Austin, Ayala, Bagby, Bell, John J., Bell, Richard P.,
Bell, Robert B., Bloxom, Bourne, Boysko, Brewer, Bulova, Byron, Campbell, Carr, Carroll Foy,
Carter, Cline, Cole, Collins, Convirs-Fowler, Cox, Davis, Delaney, Edmunds, Fariss, Filler-Corn,
Fowler, Freitas, Garrett, Gilbert, Gooditis, Guzman, Habeeb, Hayes, Head, Helsel, Heretick, Herring,
Hodges, Hope, Hugo, Hurst, Ingram, James, Jones, J.C., Jones, S.C., Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory,
Krizek, Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, Levine, Lindsey, Lopez, Marshall, McGuire, McQuinn, Miyares,
Morefield, Mullin, Murphy, O'Quinn, Orrock, Pillion, Plum, Pogge, Poindexter, Price, Ransone,
Rasoul, Reid, Robinson, Rodman, Roem, Rush, Sickles, Simon, Stolle, Sullivan, Thomas, Torian,
Toscano, Tran, Turpin, Tyler, VanValkenburg, Ward, Ware, Watts, Webert, Wilt, Wright and
Yancey; Senators: Barker, Black, Carrico, Chafin, Chase, Cosgrove, Dance, Deeds, DeSteph,
Dunnavant, Ebbin, Edwards, Favola, Hanger, Howell, Lewis, Locke, Lucas, Marsden, Mason,
McClellan, McDougle, McPike, Newman, Norment, Obenshain, Peake, Petersen, Reeves, Ruff,
Saslaw, Spruill, Stanley, Stuart, Sturtevant, Suetterlein, Surovell, Vogel, Wagner and Wexton

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Trooper-Pilot Berke M.M. Bates of Quinton, a dedicated law-enforcement officer with
7 the Virginia State Police and a beloved husband, father, son, and brother, died in the line of duty on
8 August 12, 2017; and
9 WHEREAS, born and raised in Manassas, Berke Bates graduated from Brentsville High School in

10 Nokesville; he later attended the University of Tennessee, where he played hockey; and
11 WHEREAS, after beginning his law-enforcement career with the Florida Highway Patrol, Berke
12 Bates returned home to the Commonwealth and graduated with the 107th Basic Session of the Virginia
13 State Police Academy in August 2004; and
14 WHEREAS, for three years, Berke Bates served on the Virginia State Police Executive Protection
15 Unit, where he was entrusted with safeguarding the lives of Governor Terence R. McAuliffe and his
16 family; and
17 WHEREAS, an amateur fixed-wing pilot, Berke Bates fulfilled his dream to become a
18 law-enforcement aviator when he joined the Virginia State Police Aviation Unit in 2017; and
19 WHEREAS, Berke Bates made the ultimate sacrifice near Charlottesville while providing helicopter
20 support to officers on the ground; and
21 WHEREAS, Berke Bates served the Commonwealth with integrity, and his sacrifice is a reminder of
22 the dangers bravely faced by law-enforcement officers and first responders throughout the United States
23 every day; and
24 WHEREAS, Berke Bates will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by his wife, Amanda; their
25 two children; his parents, Kathleen and Robert; his brother, Craig; and numerous other family members,
26 friends, and fellow law-enforcement officers; now, therefore, be it
27 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
28 note with great sadness the loss of Trooper-Pilot Berke M.M. Bates, a respected Virginia State Police
29 aviator; and, be it
30 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
31 for presentation to the family of Trooper-Pilot Berke M.M. Bates as an expression of the General
32 Assembly's respect for his memory.
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