
State Corporation Commission 
2017 Fiscal Impact Statement 

 

1. Bill Number:   SB1473 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron: Saslaw 

 

3.  Committee: Commerce and Labor 

 

4. Title: Electric utilities; undergrounding distribution lines. 

 

5. Summary:  Electric utilities; undergrounding distribution lines. Declares that the 

replacement of any subset of an investor-owned electric utility’s existing overhead 

distribution tap lines that have, in the aggregate, a history of nine or more total unplanned 

outage events-per-mile over a preceding 10-year period with new underground  facilities in 

order to improve electric service reliability is in the public  interest. The measure also directs 

the State Corporation Commission, in a  cost-recovery proceeding, to presume that (i) the 

conversion of such facilities will provide local and system-wide benefits, (ii) the new 

underground facilities are cost beneficial, and (iii) the costs associated with the new 

underground facilities are reasonably and prudently incurred. An enactment clause provides 

that the measure shall apply to any applications pending with the Commission regarding new 

underground facilities on or after January 1, 2017. 

 

6. Budget Amendment Necessary:  No 

 

7. Fiscal Impact Estimates:  No fiscal impact on the State Corporation Commission 

  

8. Fiscal Implications:  None on the State Corporation Commission 

 

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  State Corporation Commission 

  

10. Technical Amendment Necessary:  No 

  

11. Other Comments:  No 
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