Department of Planning and Budget
2017 Fiscal Impact Statement

1. Bill Number: SB1252
House of Origin  [X| Introduced [] Substitute [] Engrossed
Second House [ ] InCommittee [ | Substitute [ ] Enrolled

2. Patron: Obenshain
3. Committee: Privileges and Elections
4. Title: Absentee voting; signature verification.

5. Summary: Requires the officers of election to compare the signature on an absentee ballot
envelope with the signature on that voter's voter registration application. Three officers,
including one representative of each political party, are required to agree that the signatures
match in order for the absentee ballot to be accepted. If less than three agree, the ballot and
application are later reviewed by the electoral board at its meeting held on the day after
election day. If the electoral board determines that the signature on the ballot envelope and
the voter's voter registration application match, the ballot is counted. However, if the
electoral board determines that the signatures do not match, the ballot is not counted. The bill
requires that, when the electoral board determines the signatures do not match, copies of the
ballot envelope and the voter registration application are to be provided to the appropriate
attorney for the Commonwealth. The voter is required to be notified in writing of the
decision of and actions taken by the electoral board.

6. Budget Amendment Necessary: No.
7. No Fiscal Impact
8. Fiscal Implications: The proposed legislation is not expected to have a state fiscal impact.

9. Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected: Virginia Department of Elections,
State Board of Elections, local electoral boards, general registrars, and localities.

10. Technical Amendment Necessary: No.

11. Other Comments: None.



