
2017 SESSION

INTRODUCED

17104722D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 880
2 Offered February 6, 2017
3 Commending Mount Pleasant Baptist Church.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Watts, Aird, Bagby, Bourne, Filler-Corn, Hayes, Herring, Hester, James, Kory, Lindsey, Lopez,
McQuinn, Price, Simon, Torian, Tyler and Ward; Senators: Barker, Ebbin, Marsden and Saslaw

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, in 2017, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church celebrates 150 years of ministry, spiritual
7 education, and joyful worship in the Baptist tradition; and
8 WHEREAS, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church traces its deepest roots to the end of the Civil War,
9 when freedmen migrated to the Alexandria area and formed the Mount Pleasant community on land

10 donated by Charles H. Brown; and
11 WHEREAS, in 1867, Andrew Jackson, Fenton Somers, William Nutt, and John Curry accepted the
12 deed to the land on which Mount Pleasant Baptist Church would be built to serve and minister to the
13 residents of Mount Pleasant; and
14 WHEREAS, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church held its first services in a one-room log building, which
15 was used for worship services on Sundays and as a schoolhouse during the week; the original building
16 was replaced by a frame church in 1881 to better accommodate the growing community; and
17 WHEREAS, in 1931, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church expanded again, building what is now known
18 as the Pinkett and Sheppard Memorial Chapel, and broadened its mission to provide community
19 outreach and education, as well as opportunities for worship; and
20 WHEREAS, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church broke ground for its current sanctuary on July 17, 1976;
21 the building has been renovated and modified over the years to include a nursery and other useful areas;
22 and
23 WHEREAS, Mount Pleasant Baptist Church offers active ministries for children, young adults, men,
24 women, singles, seniors, the grieving, and the deaf and hard-of-hearing; the church also helped establish
25 a credit union to provide new opportunities for members of the congregation; and
26 WHEREAS, inspired by their faith, members of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church have gone on to
27 become leaders in a variety of career fields and respected members of the community, always carrying
28 with them the church's divine teachings; now, therefore, be it
29 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
30 commend Mount Pleasant Baptist Church on the occasion of its 150th anniversary; and, be it
31 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
32 for presentation to the Reverend Dr. Carl Johnson, pastor of Mount Pleasant Baptist Church, as an
33 expression of the General Assembly's admiration for the church's unique place in the history of
34 Alexandria.
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