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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 728
Offered January 12, 2017
Commending Preston C. Caruthers.

Patrons—Hope, Albo, Howell, LeMunyon, Levine, Lopez and Sullivan; Senators. Ebbin, Favola and
Howsell

WHEREAS, Preston C. Caruthers, a patriotic veteran and a successful entrepreneur, has supported
and strengthened the Arlington community through his generosity and visionary leadership; and

WHEREAS, a native of Oklahoma, Preston Caruthers learned the value of hard work and
responsibility at a young age as a child of the Great Depression, supporting his family through part-time
summer jobs and by working on his uncle's farm; and

WHEREAS, Preston Caruthers attended Will Rogers High School before he joined many of the other
young men of his generation in service to the nation during World War 1l; as a member of the United
States Navy, he served in the Pacific theater of the war; and

WHEREAS, after his honorable military service, Preston Caruthers returned to the United States,
continued his education at George Washington University, and founded a construction business, which
thrived thanks to his charisma, business acumen, and industrious nature; and

WHEREAS, Preston Caruthers company completed residential homes and communities, apartments,
and commercial parks and office buildings; his proudest accomplishment was the creation of Belmont
Bay, a unique waterfront community at the confluence of the Occoquan River and Potomac River; and

WHEREAS, after settling in Arlington, Preston Caruthers became a pillar of the community, holding
leadership positions on the boards of the First Bank of Virginia, The Nature Conservancy, the Virginia
Museum of Fine Arts, and the Arlington Hospital Foundation and supporting the National Museum of
the United States Army, the Virginia Hospital Center Foundation, and Marymount University; and

WHEREAS, Preston Caruthers was deeply committed to lifelong learning and worked to instill that
passion in the youth of the community as a member of the Arlington County School Board and through
leadership positions at George Mason University, the Virginia State Board of Education, and the
Virginia Foundation for Independent Colleges; and

WHEREAS, in 2007, Preston Caruthers received the Arlington Community Foundation Spirit of
Community Award, and he earned the nickname "Mr. Arlington" for his tireless work to enhance the
quality of life of his fellow residents, now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
commend Preston C. Caruthers for his work as a developer, philanthropist, and community advocate;
and, be it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
for presentation to Preston C. Caruthers for his decades of exceptional service to the residents of
Arlington and the Commonwealth.
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