
2017 SESSION

INTRODUCED

17102207D
1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 590
2 Offered January 11, 2017
3 Prefiled January 4, 2017
4 Directing the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission to study the availability of sources for
5 verifying information for voter registration purposes. Report.
6 ––––––––––

Patron––Marshall, R.G.
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Rules
9 ––––––––––

10 WHEREAS, implementation of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and the Help America
11 Vote Act of 2002, accompanied by fundamental changes in technology and means of communication,
12 have radically altered the voter registration process; and
13 WHEREAS, while at one time most voters registered in person before a general registrar, today the
14 largest number of voter registration applications are submitted through the state's computerized voter
15 registration system or at a Department of Motor Vehicles facility; and
16 WHEREAS, more than five million voters are currently registered in the Commonwealth and
17 population estimates suggest that number will only increase; and
18 WHEREAS, with the complexity of today's voter registration system and an increasing population in
19 the Commonwealth, additional challenges can be anticipated that require initiatives to be identified to
20 better place the Department of Elections and the general registrars in a position to ensure the most
21 accurate and current voter registration list, thus protecting the integrity of the electoral process; now,
22 therefore, be it
23 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the Joint Legislative Audit and
24 Review Commission be directed to study the availability of sources for verifying information for voter
25 registration purposes.
26 In conducting its study, the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission shall investigate sources
27 of information that would enable the Department of Elections and the general registrars to verify the
28 information provided by applicants on voter registration applications and how access to such information
29 could most efficiently and effectively be provided.
30 Technical assistance shall be provided to the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission by the
31 Department of Elections. All agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Joint
32 Legislative Audit and Review Commission for this study, upon request.
33 The Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission shall complete its meetings by November 30,
34 2017, and the director shall submit to the Division of Legislative Automated Systems an executive
35 summary of its findings and recommendations no later than the first day of the 2018 Regular Session of
36 the General Assembly. The executive summary shall state whether the Joint Legislative Audit and
37 Review Commission intends to submit to the General Assembly and the Governor a report of its
38 findings and recommendations for publication as a House or Senate document. The executive summary
39 and report shall be submitted as provided in the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated
40 Systems for the processing of legislative documents and reports and shall be posted on the General
41 Assembly's website.
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