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1 HOUSE BILL NO. 1820
2 Offered January 11, 2017
3 Prefiled January 9, 2017
4 A BILL to amend and reenact §§ 15.2-716 and 15.2-716.1 of the Code of Virginia, relating to real
5 property tax; board of equalization in certain counties.
6 ––––––––––

Patron––Hope
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That §§ 15.2-716 and 15.2-716.1 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted as follows:
12 § 15.2-716. Referendum for establishment of department of real estate assessments; board of
13 equalization; general reassessments in county where department established.
14 A referendum may be initiated by a petition signed by 200 or more qualified voters of the county
15 filed with the circuit court, asking that a referendum be held on the question of whether the county shall
16 have a department of real estate assessments. The court shall on or before August 1 enter of record an
17 order requiring the county election officials to open the polls at the regular election to be held in
18 November of such year on the question stated in such order. If the petition seeks the holding of a
19 special election on the question, then the petition hereinabove referred to shall be signed by 1,000 or
20 more qualified voters of the county and the court shall within fifteen days of the date such petition is
21 filed enter an order, in accordance with § 24.2-684, requiring the election officials to open the polls on a
22 date fixed in the order and take the sense of the qualified voters of the county. The clerk of the county
23 shall cause a notice of such election to be published in a newspaper having general circulation in the
24 county once a week for three successive weeks, and shall post a copy of such notice at the door of the
25 county courthouse.
26 If a majority of the voters voting in the referendum vote for the establishment of a department of
27 real estate assessments, the board shall by ordinance establish such department, provide for the
28 compensation of the department head and employees therein, and decide such other matters in relation to
29 the powers and duties of the department, the department head and the employees, as the board deems
30 proper. As used in this section the term "department" refers to the department of real estate assessments
31 and where proper the department head thereof.
32 Upon the establishment of the department, the county manager shall select the head thereof and
33 provide for such employees and assistants as required. Such department shall be vested with the powers
34 and duties conferred or imposed upon commissioners of the revenue by general law to the extent that
35 such duties and powers are consistent with this section, in relation to the assessment of real estate. All
36 real estate shall be assessed at its fair market value as of January 1 of each year by the department and
37 taxes for each year on such real estate shall be entered on the land book by the department in the name
38 of the owner thereof. Whenever any such assessment is increased over the last assessment made prior to
39 such year, the department shall give written notice to the owner of such real estate or of any interest
40 therein, by mailing such notice to the last known post-office address of such owner. However, the
41 validity of such assessment shall not be affected by any failure to receive such notice.
42 If a department of real estate assessments is appointed as above provided, the governing body of the
43 county shall annually appoint a board of equalization of real estate assessments, shall be appointed
44 pursuant to § 15.2-716.1. Any person aggrieved by any assessment made under the provisions of this
45 section may apply for relief to such board as therein provided.
46 When a department of real estate assessments is appointed, the county shall not be required to
47 undertake general reassessments of real estate every six years, but the governing body of the county
48 may, but shall not be required to, request the circuit court of such county to order a general
49 reassessment at such times as the governing body deems proper. Such court shall then enter an order
50 directing a reassessment of real estate in the manner provided by law.
51 The department of real estate assessments may require that the owners of income-producing real
52 estate in the county subject to local taxation, except property producing income solely from the rental of
53 no more than four dwelling units, furnish to the department on or before a time specified by the director
54 of the department statements of the income and expenses attributable over a specified period of time to
55 each such parcel of real estate. If there is a willful failure to furnish statements of income and expenses
56 in a timely manner to the director, the owner of such parcel of real estate shall be deemed to have
57 waived his right in any proceeding contesting the assessment to utilize such income and expenses as
58 evidence of fair market value. Each such statement shall be certified as to its accuracy by an owner of
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59 the real estate for which the statement is furnished, or a duly authorized agent thereof. Any statement
60 required by this section shall be kept confidential as required by § 58.1-3.
61 § 15.2-716.1. Board of Equalization.
62 A. The governing body of the county shall appoint a membership of the board of equalization of real
63 estate assessments shall be composed of an odd number of not less than three nor more than 11
64 members, as determined by the governing body of the county. The circuit court of the county shall
65 appoint a number of members equal to the lowest number that constitutes a majority of members, and
66 the governing body shall appoint the remainder. In making appointments, the circuit court shall consider
67 recommendations from interested entities, including but not limited to the chamber of commerce for the
68 county, and from other representatives of the business community. After the initial appointments,
69 vacancies on the board shall be filled by the appointing authority that appointed the person vacating the
70 position.
71 The governing body may provide for terms varying in duration not to exceed four years. Such
72 equalization board shall have the powers and duties provided by, and be subject to, the provisions of
73 Article 14 (§ 58.1-3370 et seq.) of Chapter 32 of Title 58.1. Any person aggrieved by any assessment
74 made under the provisions of this section may apply for relief to such board as therein provided. The
75 provisions of this section shall not, however, apply to any real estate assessable under the law by the
76 State Corporation Commission.
77 B. The board of equalization may sit in panels of at least three members each under the following
78 terms and conditions:
79 1. The presence of all members of the panel shall be necessary to constitute a quorum.
80 2. The chairman of the board of equalization shall assign the members to panels and, insofar as
81 practicable, rotate the membership of the panels.
82 3. The chairman of the board of equalization shall preside over any panel of which he is a member
83 and shall designate the presiding member of the other panels.
84 4. Each panel shall perform its duties independently of the others.
85 5. The board of equalization shall sit en banc (i) when there is a dissent in the panel to which the
86 matter was originally assigned and an aggrieved party requests an en banc hearing or (ii) upon its own
87 motion at any time, in any matter in which a majority of the board of equalization determines it is
88 appropriate to do so. The board of equalization sitting en banc shall consider and decide the matter and
89 may affirm, reverse, overrule or modify any previous decision by any panel.
90 2. That the circuit court and local governing body shall make initial appointments of members to
91 the board of equalization pursuant to the provisions of this act on or before November 1, 2017.
92 The initial appointments shall be for the remaining portion of the terms of current members. The
93 circuit court and the local governing body shall specify each current member who is replaced by a
94 new member and each current member who may be reappointed. Nothing in this act prohibits the
95 initial appointment of a current member of the board to continue as a member.
96 3. That no provision of this act shall be construed to require a new referendum under § 15.2-716
97 of the Code of Virginia, as amended by this act, if a referendum was previously held and a
98 majority of the voters authorized a department of real estate assessments.


