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SENATE SUBSTITUTE

16104428D
SENATE BILL NO. 342
AMENDMENT IN THE NATURE OF A SUBSTITUTE
(Proposed by the Senate Committee for Courts of Justice
on January 27, 2016)
(Patron Prior to Substitute—Senator Lucas)
A BILL to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 19.2-169.8, relating to orders for
mental health evaluations and treatment of certain criminal defendants.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 19.2-169.8 as follows:

§19.2-169.8. Orders for evaluation or treatment; duties of clerk; copies.

A. Whenever a court orders an evaluation pursuant to § 19.2-168.1, 19.2-169.1, or 19.2-169.5 or
orders treatment pursuant to § 19.2-169.2 or 19.2-169.6, the clerk of the court shall provide a copy of
the order to the appointed evaluator or to the director of the community services board, behavioral
health authority, or hospital named in the order as soon as practicable but no later than the close of
business on the next business day following entry of the order. The party requesting the evaluation
pursuant to § 19.2-168.1, 19.2-169.1, or 19.2-169.5, the attorney for the Commonwealth if treatment is
ordered pursuant to § 19.2-169.2, or the petitioner if treatment is ordered pursuant to § 19.2-169.6
shall, to the extent requested by the court, be responsible for providing to the court the name, address,
and other contact information for the appointed evaluator or the director of the community services
board, behavioral health authority, or hospital. The appointed evaluator or the director of the
community services board, behavioral health authority, or hospital shall acknowledge receipt of the
order to the clerk of the court on a form developed by the Office of the Executive Secretary of the
Supreme Court of Virginia as soon as practicable but no later than the close of business on the next
business day following receipt of the order.

B. No person shall be liable for any act or omission relating to the performance of any requirement
set forth in subsection A unless the person was grossly negligent or engaged in willful misconduct.
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