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CHAPTER 437

An Act to amend and reenact §§ 46.2-1700, 46.2-1701, and 46.2-1702 of the Code of Virginia and to
amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 46.2-1701.4, relating to certification of
online driver education courses.
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Approved March 11, 2016

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
1. That §§ 46.2-1700, 46.2-1701, and 46.2-1702 of the Code of Virginia are amended and reenacted
and that the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 46.2-1701.4 as follows:

§ 46.2-1700. Definitions.
As used in this chapter, unless the context requires a different meaning:
"Class A licensee" means a driver training school that provides training in the operation of

commercial motor vehicles as defined in § 46.2-341.4.
"Class B licensee" means a driver training school that provides training in the operation of any type

of motor vehicle other than motorcycles and commercial motor vehicles as defined in § 46.2-341.4.
"Computer-based driver education course" means the classroom portion of driver education offered

by a computer-based driver education provider through the Internet or other electronic means approved
by the Department whose content and quality is comparable to that of courses offered in the
Commonwealth's public schools.

"Computer-based driver education provider" means a driver training school licensed by the
Department in accordance with this chapter to conduct computer-based driver education courses.

"Driver training school" or "school" means a business enterprise conducted by an individual,
association, partnership, or corporation, for the education and training of persons, either practically or
theoretically or both, to operate or drive motor vehicles, and charging a consideration or tuition for such
services. "Driver training school" or "school" does not mean any college, university, school established
pursuant to § 46.2-1314, school maintained or classes conducted by employers for their own employees
where no fee or tuition is charged, schools or classes owned and operated by or under the authority of
bona fide religious institutions, or by the Commonwealth or any political subdivision thereof, training
programs for school bus operators established pursuant to § 22.1-181, driver education programs
established pursuant to § 22.1-205, or schools accredited by accrediting associations approved by the
Department of Education; however, if any such entity or program excluded from the definition of
"driver training school" offers driver education and training through a contractual arrangement with
another person for consideration, then that other person shall be considered a driver training school
subject to the requirements of this chapter.

"Instructor" means any person, whether acting for himself as operator of a driver training school or
for such school for compensation, who teaches, conducts classes, gives demonstrations, or supervises
persons learning to operate or drive a motor vehicle.

§ 46.2-1701. Licenses required for school and instructor; fees.
No driver training school shall be established or continue operation unless the school obtains from

the Commissioner a license authorizing the school to operate within this Commonwealth.
No instructor shall perform the actions enumerated in the definition of "instructor" in § 46.2-1700

unless he obtains from the Commissioner a license authorizing him to act as driving instructor.
The Commissioner shall have authority to set and collect school and instructor licensing fees. All

licensing fees collected by the Commissioner under this chapter shall be paid into the state treasury and
set aside as a special fund to meet the expenses of the Department of Motor Vehicles.

Upon application of a driver training school licensed in accordance with this chapter, the
Commissioner may license such driver training school using criteria established by the Commissioner
pursuant to § 46.2-1702 to provide computer-based driver education courses using curricula approved
by the Commissioner. A nonrefundable annual licensing fee of $100 shall be required with each
application. Such annual licensing fee shall be in addition to fees permitted under this chapter.

§ 46.2-1701.4. Reports and records of licensed computer-based driver education providers.
The Commissioner may require annual, periodic, or special reports from computer-based driver

education providers in a manner and form approved by the Commissioner. The Commissioner may
require a computer-based driver education provider to file with the Department a true copy of any
contract, agreement, or arrangement between such computer-based driver education provider and any
person in relation to the provisions of this chapter. The Commissioner may prescribe the forms of any
accounts, records, and memoranda to be kept by computer-based driver education providers and the
length of time such accounts, records, and memoranda shall be preserved.
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§ 46.2-1702. Certification of driver education courses by Commissioner.
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the Commissioner shall have the authority to approve as

a driver education course satisfying the requirements of § 46.2-334 any course which is offered by any
driver training school licensed under the provisions of this chapter if he finds that the course is of
comparable content and quality to that offered in the Commonwealth's public schools. In making such
finding, the Commissioner shall not require that the instructors of any driver training school meet the
certification requirements of teachers in the Commonwealth's public schools.

Any community college within the Virginia Community College System shall have the authority to
offer the courses required by the Virginia Board of Education to become a certified driver education
instructor in Virginia on a not-for-credit basis so long as the courses include the same content and
curriculum required by the Department of Education, enabling individuals who complete those courses to
then teach driver's education in Virginia driver education training schools upon official certification by
the Department of Motor Vehicles. The Virginia Department of Education shall provide the curriculum,
content, and other information regarding the courses required to become certified driver education
instructors in Virginia to any community college within the Virginia Community College System. The
content of each course must be accurate and rigorous and must meet the requirements for the
Department of Education's Curriculum and Administrative Guide for Driver's Education, which includes
the Board of Education's standards of learning.

Except for schools in the Commonwealth's public school system and providers of correspondence
courses approved by the Board of Education pursuant to subsection F of § 22.1-205, only those driver
training schools that are licensed as computer-based driver education providers shall be authorized to
administer computer-based driver education courses. The content and quality of such computer-based
driver education courses shall be comparable to that of courses offered in the Commonwealth's public
schools. The Commissioner may establish minimum standards for testing students who have enrolled in
computer-based driver education courses. Such standards may include (i) requirements for the test site;
(ii) verification that the person taking the test is the person enrolled in the course; (iii) verification of
the identity of the student using photo identification approved by the Commissioner; and (iv)
maintenance of a log containing the name and title of the licensed instructor monitoring the test, the test
date, the name of the student taking the test, and the student's time-in and time-out of the test site.
Computer-based driver education providers shall not issue a certificate of completion to a student in
Planning District 8 prior to receiving proof of completion of the additional minimum 90-minute
parent/student driver education component pursuant to § 22.1-205.

The Commissioner shall have authority to approve any driver education course offered by any Class
A licensee if he finds the course meets the requirements for such courses as set forth in this chapter and
as otherwise established by the Department. Class A licensees shall not be permitted to administer
knowledge or behind-the-wheel examinations. Driver education courses offered by any Class B licensee
shall be based on the driver education curriculum currently approved by the Department of Education
and the Department.

The Commissioner may accept 20 years' service with the Virginia Department of State Police by a
person who retired or resigned while in good standing from such Department in lieu of requirements
established by the Department of Education for instructor qualification.


