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1 SENATE BILL NO. 918
2 Offered January 14, 2015
3 Prefiled January 8, 2015
4 A BILL to amend and reenact § 9.1-907 of the Code of Virginia, relating to sex offender registration;
5 verification procedures.
6 ––––––––––

Patron––Wexton
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee for Courts of Justice
9 ––––––––––

10 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
11 1. That § 9.1-907 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
12 § 9.1-907. Procedures upon a failure to register or reregister.
13 A. Whenever it appears from the records of the State Police that a person has failed to comply with
14 the duty to register or reregister, the State Police shall promptly investigate and, if there is probable
15 cause to believe a violation has occurred, obtain a warrant or assist in obtaining an indictment charging
16 a violation of § 18.2-472.1 in the jurisdiction in which the person last registered or reregistered or, if the
17 person failed to comply with the duty to register, in the jurisdiction in which the person was last
18 convicted of an offense for which registration or reregistration is required or if the person was convicted
19 of an offense requiring registration outside the Commonwealth, in the jurisdiction in which the person
20 resides. The State Police shall forward to the jurisdiction an affidavit signed by a custodian of the
21 records that such person failed to comply with the duty to register or reregister. If such affidavit is
22 admitted into evidence, it shall constitute prima facie evidence of the failure to comply with the duty to
23 register or reregister in any trial or hearing for the violation of § 18.2-472.1, provided that in a trial or
24 hearing other than a preliminary hearing, the requirements of subsection G of § 18.2-472.1 have been
25 satisfied and the accused has not objected to the admission of the affidavit pursuant to subsection H of
26 § 18.2-472.1. The State Police shall also promptly notify the local law-enforcement agency of the
27 jurisdiction of the person's last known residence as shown in the records of the State Police.
28 B. Nothing in this section shall prohibit a law-enforcement officer employed by a sheriff's office or
29 police department of a locality from enforcing the provisions of this chapter, including obtaining a
30 warrant, or assisting in obtaining an indictment for a violation of § 18.2-472.1. The local
31 law-enforcement agency shall notify the State Police forthwith of such actions taken pursuant to this
32 chapter or under the authority granted pursuant to this section.
33 C. The State Police shall physically verify or cause to be physically verified the registration
34 information within 30 days of the initial registration and semiannually each year thereafter and within 30
35 days of a change of address of those persons who are not under the control of the Department of
36 Corrections or Community Supervision community supervision as defined by § 53.1-1, who are required
37 to register pursuant to this chapter. Whenever it appears that a person has provided false registration
38 information, the State Police shall promptly investigate and, if there is probable cause to believe that a
39 violation has occurred, obtain a warrant or assist in obtaining an indictment charging a violation of
40 § 18.2-472.1 in the jurisdiction in which the person last registered or reregistered. The State Police shall
41 forward to the jurisdiction an affidavit signed by a custodian of the records that such person failed to
42 comply with the provisions of this chapter. If such affidavit is admitted into evidence, it shall constitute
43 prima facie evidence of the failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter in any trial or hearing
44 for the violation of § 18.2-472.1, provided that in a trial or hearing other than a preliminary hearing, the
45 requirements of subsection G of § 18.2-472.1 have been satisfied and the accused has not objected to the
46 admission of the affidavit pursuant to subsection H of § 18.2-472.1. The State Police shall also promptly
47 notify the local law-enforcement agency of the jurisdiction of the person's last known residence as
48 shown in the records of the State Police.
49 D. The Department of Corrections or Community Supervision community supervision as defined by
50 § 53.1-1 shall physically verify or cause to be physically verified the registration information within 30
51 days of the original registration and semiannually each year thereafter and within 30 days of a change of
52 address of all persons who are under the control of the Department of Corrections or Community
53 Supervision community supervision, and those who are under supervision pursuant to § 37.2-919, who
54 are required to register pursuant to this chapter. The Department of Corrections or Community
55 Supervision community supervision, upon request, shall provide the State Police the verification
56 information, in an electronic format approved by the State Police, regarding persons under their control
57 who are required to register pursuant to the chapter. Whenever it appears that a person has provided
58 false registration information, the Department of Corrections or Community Supervision community
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59 supervision shall promptly notify the State Police, who shall investigate and, if there is probable cause
60 to believe that a violation has occurred, obtain a warrant or assist in obtaining an indictment charging a
61 violation of § 18.2-472.1 in the jurisdiction in which the person last registered or reregistered. The State
62 Police shall forward to the jurisdiction an affidavit signed by a custodian of the records that such person
63 failed to comply with the provisions of this chapter. If such affidavit is admitted into evidence, it shall
64 constitute prima facie evidence of the failure to comply with the provisions of this chapter in any trial
65 or hearing for the violation of § 18.2-472.1, provided that in a trial or hearing other than a preliminary
66 hearing, the requirements of subsection G of § 18.2-472.1 have been satisfied and the accused has not
67 objected to the admission of the affidavit pursuant to subsection H of § 18.2-472.1. The State Police
68 shall also promptly notify the local law-enforcement agency of the jurisdiction of the person's last
69 known residence as shown in the records of the State Police.


