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1 SENATE BILL NO. 1079
2 Offered January 14, 2015
3 Prefiled January 13, 2015
4 A BILL to amend and reenact § 10.1-602 of the Code of Virginia, relating to flood protection plan.
5 ––––––––––

Patron––Locke
6 ––––––––––
7 Referred to Committee on Agriculture, Conservation and Natural Resources
8 ––––––––––
9 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

10 1. That § 10.1-602 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows:
11 § 10.1-602. Powers and duties of Department.
12 The Department shall:
13 1. Develop a flood protection plan for the Commonwealth. This plan shall include:
14 a. An inventory of flood-prone areas;
15 b. An inventory of flood protection studies;
16 c. A record of flood damages;
17 d. Strategies to prevent or mitigate flood damage; and
18 e. The collection and distribution of information relating to flooding and flood plain management.
19 The flood protection plan shall be reviewed and updated by the Department on a regular basis, but
20 at least once every five years, and for each of the items listed in provisions a through e, the plan shall
21 state when that provision was last updated and when the next update is planned. The plan shall be
22 maintained in an online format so as to be easily accessed by other government entities and by the
23 public. The online plan shall contain links to the most current information available from other federal,
24 state, and local sources. All agencies of the Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the Department
25 upon request.
26 2. Serve as the coordinator of all flood protection programs and activities in the Commonwealth,
27 including the coordination of federal flood protection programs administered by the United States Army
28 Corps of Engineers, the United States Department of Agriculture, the Federal Emergency Management
29 Agency, the United States Geological Survey, the Tennessee Valley Authority, other federal agencies
30 and local governments.
31 3. Make available flood and flood damage reduction data to localities for planning purposes, in order
32 to assure necessary local participation in the planning process and in the selection of desirable
33 alternatives which will fulfill the intent of this article. This shall include the development of a data base
34 to include (i) all flood protection projects implemented by federal agencies and (ii) the estimated value
35 of property damaged by major floods.
36 4. Assist localities in their management of flood plain activities in cooperation with the Department
37 of Housing and Community Development.
38 5. Carry out the provisions of this article in a manner which will ensure that the management of
39 flood plains will preserve the capacity of the flood plain to carry and discharge a hundred year flood.
40 6. Make, in cooperation with localities, periodic inspections to determine the effectiveness of local
41 flood plain management programs, including an evaluation of the enforcement of and compliance with
42 local flood plain management ordinances, rules and regulations.
43 7. Coordinate with the United States Federal Emergency Management Agency to ensure current
44 knowledge of the identification of flood-prone communities and of the status of applications made by
45 localities to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program.
46 8. Establish guidelines which will meet minimum requirements of the National Flood Insurance
47 Program in furtherance of the policy of the Commonwealth to assure that all citizens living in
48 flood-prone areas may have the opportunity to indemnify themselves from flood losses through the
49 purchase of flood insurance under the regular flood insurance program of the National Flood Insurance
50 Act of 1968 as amended.
51 9. Subject to the provisions of the Appropriations Act, provide financial and technical assistance to
52 localities in an amount not to exceed fifty percent of the nonfederal costs of flood protection projects.
53 2. That the Department, in carrying out its responsibilities under this act, shall work in
54 cooperation with the Joint Subcommittee to Formulate Recommendations to Address Recurrent
55 Flooding [HJ 16 (2014); SJ 3 (2014)]. The Department and the Joint Subcommittee shall receive
56 input from interested parties in preparation of the Department's plan update.
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