
2015 SESSION

INTRODUCED

15103924D
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 2376
2 Offered January 23, 2015
3 A BILL to amend the Code of Virginia by adding a section numbered 22.1-199.1:1, relating to
4 establishing a program to provide grants for the costs of certain at-risk four-year-olds' attending
5 pre-kindergarten or preschool programs designed for kindergarten preparation; Pre-kindergarten
6 Grant Program established.
7 ––––––––––

Patron––Sickles
8 ––––––––––
9 Referred to Committee on Education

10 ––––––––––
11 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
12 1. That the Code of Virginia is amended by adding a section numbered 22.1-199.1:1 as follows:
13 § 22.1-199.1:1. Pre-kindergarten Grant Program established; grants for certain at-risk
14 four-year-olds attending pre-kindergarten or preschool programs designed for kindergarten
15 preparation.
16 A. As used in this section:
17 "At-risk four-year-old" means an at-risk four-year-old unserved by Head Start programs who resides
18 in the Commonwealth.
19 "Program" means the Pre-kindergarten Grant Program established in this section providing grants
20 on behalf of at-risk four-year-olds attending certain pre-kindergarten programs or preschool programs
21 designed for child development and kindergarten preparation.
22 B. There is hereby created in the state treasury a special nonreverting fund to be known as the
23 Pre-kindergarten Grant Program Fund, referred to in this section as "the Fund." The Fund shall be
24 established on the books of the Comptroller. All moneys as may be appropriated by the General
25 Assembly and any gifts, bequests, endowments, grants, or other sources of funds, public or private,
26 designated for the Fund shall be paid into the state treasury and credited to the Fund. Interest earned
27 on moneys in the Fund shall remain in the Fund and be credited to it. Any moneys remaining in the
28 Fund, including interest thereon, at the end of each fiscal year shall not revert to the general fund but
29 shall remain in the Fund. Moneys in the Fund shall be used solely for the purpose of making grant
30 payments under the Program as described under subsection C. The Department of Education shall
31 administer the Fund and the Program. Expenditures and disbursements from the Fund shall be made by
32 the State Treasurer on warrants issued by the Comptroller upon written request signed by the
33 Superintendent of Public Instruction.
34 C. 1. Every at-risk four-year-old shall be eligible for a grant from the Fund for tuition and
35 education-related fees incurred for the child's attendance at a center-based or similar program that is
36 (i) an early childhood education program accredited by the National Association for the Education of
37 Young Children, (ii) a preschool program designed for child development and kindergarten preparation
38 that complies with nonpublic school accreditation requirements administered by the Virginia Council for
39 Private Education pursuant to § 22.1-19, (iii) participating in Virginia's Quality Rating and
40 Improvement System with a rating of at least three stars under such rating system, or (iv) participating
41 in the Virginia Preschool Initiative. No grant shall be paid unless the program (a) provides at least
42 half-day services and (b) operates for the school year. Grants paid by the Department of Education to a
43 program shall be used solely for operating costs of the program and not capital expenses.
44 2. The grant amount shall be the same for each at-risk four-year-old attending a full-day program,
45 and the grant shall be at least $2,500. The grant amount for each at-risk four-year-old attending a
46 half-day program shall be 50 percent of the grant amount allocated to an at-risk four-year-old attending
47 a full-day program.
48 In no case, however, shall the full grant be paid on behalf of an at-risk four-year-old if such grant
49 plus any other financial aid awarded to or on behalf of the child, from whatever source, exceeds the
50 tuition and education-related fees incurred for the child to attend the program.
51 3. Grants shall be paid on behalf of each at-risk four-year-old directly to the respective program.
52 4. Parents may apply for grants on behalf of their at-risk four-year-olds on forms prescribed by the
53 Department of Education.
54 5. Grants under this Program shall be supplemental to and not in lieu of other grants and aid
55 available or awarded to at-risk four-year-olds.
56 6. The Department of Education shall develop and publish guidelines to implement the grant
57 Program. The guidelines shall establish processes and procedures for parents to apply for grants and
58 for payment of grants to eligible programs. The guidelines shall be exempt from the provisions of the
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59 Administrative Process Act (§ 2.2-4000 et seq.).


