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1 SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 47
2 Offered March 3, 2014
3 Requesting the Department of Environmental Quality and the Department of Mines, Minerals and
4 Energy to jointly convene a stakeholder group to study the costs and benefits of distributed solar
5 generation and net metering. Report.
6 ––––––––––

Patrons––Edwards and Ebbin
7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Rules
9 ––––––––––

10 WHEREAS, it is the Commonwealth's codified policy to support research and development of, and
11 promote the use of, renewable energy sources; and
12 WHEREAS, Virginia's net metering law allows customers of investor-owned and cooperative electric
13 utilities to install solar or small wind power systems on their premises, and to receive full retail credit
14 for any excess electricity their renewable energy systems generate; and
15 WHEREAS, residential utility customers may install systems up to 20 kilowatts in capacity and
16 nonresidential customers up to 500 kilowatts; and
17 WHEREAS, enrollment in net metering is open on a first-come, first-served basis until the rated
18 generating capacity owned and operated by customer-generators in the state reaches one percent of each
19 electric distribution company's peak load for the previous year; and
20 WHEREAS, solar electric generating facility prices continue to fall, prompting increased interest by a
21 number of Virginia's residential, commercial, and local government customers in net energy metering;
22 and
23 WHEREAS, tangible data is needed in order to evaluate accurately the costs and benefits associated
24 with distributed solar generation and net energy metering; and
25 WHEREAS, the mission of the Department of Environmental Quality is to protect and enhance
26 Virginia's environment and promote the health of the citizens of the Commonwealth, and in 2009, the
27 General Assembly directed the Department of Environmental Quality to develop a permit-by-rule
28 regulatory program for small renewable energy projects; and
29 WHEREAS, the primary goal of the Energy Division of the Department of Mines, Minerals and
30 Energy is to advance sustainable energy practices and behaviors; now, therefore, be it
31 RESOLVED by the Senate, That the Department of Environmental Quality and the Department of
32 Mines, Minerals and Energy be requested to jointly convene a stakeholder group to study the costs and
33 benefits of distributed solar generation and net metering. The stakeholder group shall include
34 representatives from public utilities, the solar industry, local governments, environmental advocacy
35 groups, and academic institutions. The Director of the Department of Environmental Quality and the
36 Director of the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy, or their designees, shall serve as
37 co-chairmen of the stakeholder group.
38 In conducting its study, the stakeholder group shall examine data relevant to determining the costs
39 and benefits of interconnected distributed solar generation, recommend a method for evaluating such
40 data, and consider other issues as it may deem appropriate.
41 Technical assistance shall be provided by the State Corporation Commission. All agencies of the
42 Commonwealth shall provide assistance to the stakeholder group for this study, upon request.
43 The stakeholder group shall complete its meetings for the first year by November 30, 2014, and for
44 the second year by November 30, 2015, and the Directors of the Department of Environmental Quality
45 and the Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy shall jointly submit to the Governor and the General
46 Assembly an executive summary and report of its findings and recommendations for publication as a
47 Senate document for each year. The executive summaries and reports shall be submitted as provided in
48 the procedures of the Division of Legislative Automated Systems for the processing of legislative
49 documents and reports no later than the first day of the next Regular Session of the General Assembly
50 and shall be posted on the General Assembly's website.
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