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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 178
2 Offered January 19, 2014
3 Celebrating the life of Lieutenant Colonel Gerald L. Read, USA (Ret.).
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Surovell, Adams, Albo, Anderson, Austin, BaCote, Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Berg,
Brink, Bulova, Byron, Campbell, Carr, Chafin, Cline, Cole, Comstock, Cox, Dance, Davis, DeSteph,
Edmunds, Fariss, Farrell, Filler-Corn, Fowler, Futrell, Garrett, Gilbert, Greason, Habeeb, Head,
Helsel, Herring, Hester, Hodges, Hope, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hugo, Ingram, James, Joannou,
Jones, Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory, Krupicka, Landes, LaRock, Leftwich, LeMunyon, Lewis,
Lingamfelter, Lopez, Loupassi, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., Mason, Massie, McClellan,
McQuinn, Miller, Minchew, Morefield, Morris, Morrissey, O'Bannon, O'Quinn, Orrock, Peace, Plum,
Pogge, Poindexter, Ramadan, Ransone, Rasoul, Robinson, Rush, Rust, Scott, Sickles, Simon, Spruill,
Stolle, Taylor, Torian, Toscano, Tyler, Villanueva, Ward, Ware, Watts, Webert, Wilt, Wright, Yancey
and Yost; Senators: Alexander, Barker, Black, Carrico, Colgan, Cosgrove, Deeds, Ebbin, Edwards,
Favola, Garrett, Hanger, Howell, Locke, Lucas, Marsden, Marsh, Martin, McDougle, McEachin,
McWaters, Miller, Newman, Norment, Obenshain, Petersen, Puckett, Puller, Reeves, Ruff, Saslaw,
Smith, Stanley, Stosch, Stuart, Vogel, Wagner and Watkins

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Lieutenant Colonel Gerald L. Read, USA (Ret.), an admired military veteran and
7 respected information assurance specialist with the Naval Sea Systems Command, died on September 16,
8 2013, after heroically saving the life of a coworker during the Washington Navy Yard shooting; and
9 WHEREAS, an Eagle Scout, Gerald Read earned a bachelor's degree from the Indiana University of

10 Pennsylvania, joined the United States Army upon graduation, and later earned two master's degrees;
11 and
12 WHEREAS, a distinguished military officer, Gerald Read served in the Republic of Korea and spent
13 most of his military career in law enforcement and information systems management, rising through the
14 ranks to attain the rank of lieutenant colonel; and
15 WHEREAS, Gerald Read served at Fort Belvoir during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, working
16 with the U.S. Army Materiel Command to supervise work to supply United States Armed Forces
17 overseas; and
18 WHEREAS, after retiring from the military, Gerald Read continued to serve his country as a
19 cybersystems expert with the Naval Sea Systems Command; and
20 WHEREAS, on September 16, 2013, Gerald Read acted heroically to save his coworker as the
21 shooter approached them––pushing her under a desk, barricading her in, and pulling a cubicle partition
22 into the path of the gunman; and
23 WHEREAS, a man of great honor and integrity, Gerald Read dedicated his life to the service of his
24 family, community, and country––demonstrating in his final moments the strength of his character and
25 depth of his compassion and concern for others; and
26 WHEREAS, Gerald Read loved Civil War history; rescued Labrador retrievers with his wife, Cathy;
27 and enjoyed walking with his black Lab, Roderick; and
28 WHEREAS, a devoted family man, Gerald Read will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by
29 his wife, Cathy; daughter, Jessica, and her family, including three grandchildren; numerous other family
30 members and friends; and his coworkers at the Naval Sea Systems Command; now, therefore, be it
31 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
32 note with great sadness the loss of a heroic Virginian, Lieutenant Colonel Gerald L. Read, USA (Ret.);
33 and, be it
34 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
35 for presentation to the family of Lieutenant Colonel Gerald L. Read, USA (Ret.), as an expression of the
36 General Assembly's respect for his memory.
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