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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 734
2 Offered January 15, 2013
3 Celebrating the life of the Honorable John Harvey Tate, Jr.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Johnson, O'Quinn, Albo, Anderson, BaCote, Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Brink, Bulova,
Byron, Carr, Cline, Cole, Comstock, Cosgrove, Cox, J.A., Cox, M.K., Crockett-Stark, Dance,
Dudenhefer, Edmunds, Fariss, Farrell, Filler-Corn, Garrett, Gilbert, Greason, Habeeb, Head, Helsel,
Herring, Hester, Hodges, Hope, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hugo, Iaquinto, Ingram, James, Joannou,
Jones, Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Kory, Krupicka, Landes, LeMunyon, Lewis, Lingamfelter, Lopez,
Loupassi, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., Massie, May, McClellan, McQuinn, Merricks, Miller,
Minchew, Morefield, Morris, Morrissey, O'Bannon, Orrock, Peace, Plum, Pogge, Poindexter, Purkey,
Putney, Ramadan, Ransone, Robinson, Rush, Rust, Scott, E.T., Scott, J.M., Sherwood, Sickles,
Spruill, Stolle, Surovell, Tata, Torian, Toscano, Tyler, Villanueva, Ward, Ware, O., Ware, R.L.,
Watson, Watts, Webert, Wilt, Wright, Yancey and Yost; Senators: Carrico, Colgan, Deeds, Edwards,
Marsh, Norment, Puckett and Puller

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, the Honorable John Harvey Tate, Jr., who faithfully served the residents of Smyth
7 County and parts of Grayson and Tazewell Counties as a member of the Virginia House of Delegates
8 from 1996 to 2001, died on December 11, 2012; and
9 WHEREAS, a native of Southwest Virginia, John Tate earned a bachelor's degree from The College

10 of William and Mary and a law degree from Washington and Lee University before settling in Marion
11 in Smyth County; and
12 WHEREAS, John Tate established a successful private practice in general law, providing outstanding
13 and knowledgeable service to his clients and aiding numerous local organizations with his pro bono
14 work for nearly half of a century; and
15 WHEREAS, John Tate also served Smyth County as its attorney from 1977 to 2011 and was
16 involved in the local banking industry over the years as counsel and chair of the board of Southwest
17 Virginia Bankshares; and
18 WHEREAS, desirous to be of further service to the local community and the Commonwealth, John
19 Tate ran for and was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, providing a strong voice for the Fifth
20 District during his tenure; and
21 WHEREAS, John Tate was a member of the Courts of Justice, Privileges and Elections, Militia and
22 Police, Mining and Mineral Resources, and Transportation Committees and worked diligently to enact
23 important legislation for the benefit of all Virginians; and
24 WHEREAS, a respected leader in his profession, John Tate was a member of the Virginia State Bar
25 and served several terms on its council and executive committee; as chair of the Virginia State Bar's
26 Senior Lawyers Conference he implemented a statewide tree-planting program; and
27 WHEREAS, a dedicated and conscientious attorney, community advocate, and public servant, John
28 Tate served Smyth County, the Fifth District, and the Commonwealth with great intelligence and
29 integrity; and
30 WHEREAS, a devoted family man, John Tate will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by his
31 wife, Jane; children, Jay, Campbell, Luke, and Ashley, and their families; numerous other family
32 members and friends; and colleagues on both sides of the aisle; now, therefore, be it
33 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
34 note with great sadness the loss of a respected public servant, the Honorable John Harvey Tate, Jr.; and,
35 be it
36 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
37 for presentation to the family of the Honorable John Harvey Tate, Jr., as an expression of the General
38 Assembly's respect for his memory.

I
N
T
R
O
D
U
C
E
D

H
J734

10
/1

1/
22

21
:5

6


