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1. Bill Number:   HB779 

 House of Origin  Introduced  Substitute  Engrossed  

 Second House  In Committee    Substitute  Enrolled 
 

2. Patron:  Lopez 

3.  Committee:  Education 

4.  Title:  In-state tuition; undocumented persons 

5. Summary:  Establishes that an undocumented person who is unlawfully present in the United 

States shall not be eligible for in-state tuition unless he meets all of the following criteria: (i) he 

has resided with his parent, guardian, or other person standing in loco parentis while attending a 

public or private high school in this state; (ii) he has graduated from a public or private high 

school in Virginia or has received a General Education Development (GED) certificate in 

Virginia; (iii) he has resided in the Commonwealth for at least three years since the date he 

graduated from high school, or for one year if a veteran or an active duty member of the United 

States armed forces; (iv) he has registered as an entering student in an institution of higher 

education; (v) he has provided an affidavit to the institution stating that he has filed an 

application to become a permanent resident of the United States and is actively pursuing such 

permanent residency or will do so as soon as he is eligible; and (vi) he has submitted evidence 

that he or, in the case of a dependent student, at least one parent, guardian, or person standing in 

loco parentis, has filed, unless exempted by state law, Virginia income tax returns for at least 

three years prior to the date of enrollment. 

6.  Budget Amendment Necessary:  No. 

7.  Fiscal Impact Estimates:  Indeterminate, see item 8. 

8. Fiscal Implications:  It is unknown how many undocumented individuals unlawfully present 

in the United States attend Virginia’s public colleges and universities.  If these individuals 

already pay out-of-state tuition, there is is no fiscal impact from this legislation.  If they are 

paying in-state tuition, the colleges and universities can potentially receive more revenue from 

these individuals due to this legislation.  Overall, little or no fiscal impact is anticipated. 

9.  Specific Agency or Political Subdivisions Affected:  All state supported colleges and 

universities. 

10.   Technical Amendment Necessary:  No.   

11.   Other Comments:  None. 

  

Date:  February 14, 2012 

C:  Secretary of Education 


