
2011 SESSION

INTRODUCED
REPRINT

11103549D
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 395
2 Offered January 20, 2011
3 Celebrating the life of David B. Nichols.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Stuart, Barker, Blevins, Colgan, Deeds, Edwards, Hanger, Herring, Houck, Howell, Locke,
Lucas, Marsden, Marsh, Martin, McDougle, McEachin, McWaters, Miller, J.C., Newman, Norment,
Northam, Obenshain, Petersen, Puckett, Puller, Quayle, Reynolds, Ruff, Saslaw, Smith, Stanley,
Stosch, Ticer, Vogel, Wagner, Wampler, Watkins and Whipple

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, beloved physician Dr. David B. Nichols, who served the residents of Tangier Island
7 with extraordinary devotion and great skill, died on December 30, 2010; and
8 WHEREAS, a native of Winnipeg, Manitoba, David Nichols was the beloved son of Peter Alexander
9 Cunningham Nichols and Marian Buell Nichols, and brother to Peter, Scott, and John; and

10 WHEREAS, David Nichols received a medical degree from McGill University, where he also met his
11 beloved wife, Dianne, who provided him great support throughout his career; together they enjoyed 38
12 years of marriage and raised two children; and
13 WHEREAS, Dr. Nichols decided to practice medicine focused on the needs of the entire family and
14 after completing a residency in Newport News, formed the White Stone Family Practice in 1979; and
15 WHEREAS, as the primary physician for the residents of Tangier Island, Dr. Nichols traveled weekly
16 by personal plane, helicopter, chartered aircraft, or if weather required, by a two-hour one-way car and
17 boat trip; and
18 WHEREAS, a compassionate and skillful doctor, Dr. Nichols had a deep devotion to his patients and
19 concern for their well-being that led him to a remarkable 31-year career that transformed the quality of
20 health care received by residents of Tangier Island; and
21 WHEREAS, Dr. Nichols recognized the need for quality preventative care and health education for
22 his patients and also worked to raise funds and support for the new state-of-the-art medical facility,
23 which was dedicated and named in his honor in August of 2010; and
24 WHEREAS, Dr. Nichols received numerous awards for his selfless service, including recognition by
25 Staff Care as the Country Doctor of the Year and Country Doctor of the Decade in 2010; and
26 WHEREAS, a man of immense heart and exceptional devotion, Dr. Nichols deeply touched the lives
27 of Tangier Island residents and earned the admiration and respect of his colleagues and people
28 throughout the Commonwealth and nation; and
29 WHEREAS, a devoted family man, Dr. Nichols will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by
30 his loving wife, Dianne; children, David and Sarah; and his numerous other family members, friends,
31 and the residents of Tangier Island; now, therefore, be it
32 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
33 note with great sadness the loss of a beloved physician and esteemed citizen of the Commonwealth,
34 David B. Nichols; and, be it
35 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
36 presentation to the family of David B. Nichols as an expression of the General Assembly's respect for
37 his memory.
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