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1 HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 185
2 Offered January 22, 2010
3 Celebrating the life of Sergeant Dale Russel Griffin.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Lingamfelter, Abbitt, Abbott, Albo, Alexander, Anderson, Armstrong, Athey, BaCote, Barlow,
Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Brink, Bulova, Byron, Carr, Carrico, Cline, Cole, Comstock,
Cosgrove, Cox, J.A., Cox, M.K., Crockett-Stark, Edmunds, Englin, Gear, Gilbert, Greason, Griffith,
Hope, Howell, A.T., Hugo, Iaquinto, Ingram, James, Janis, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, Keam, Kilgore,
Knight, Kory, Landes, Lewis, Lohr, Marshall, R.G., May, McClellan, McQuinn, Merricks, Miller,
J.H., Morefield, Morgan, Morrissey, Nixon, Nutter, O'Bannon, Oder, Orrock, Phillips, Pogge,
Poindexter, Purkey, Putney, Rust, Scott, E.T., Scott, J.M., Sherwood, Sickles, Spruill, Stolle,
Surovell, Tata, Torian, Toscano, Tyler, Ward, Ware, O., Ware, R.L. and Watts; Senators: Norment
and Northam

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, United States Army Sergeant Dale Russel Griffin, a Virginia Military Institute alumnus,
7 was killed in the line of duty on October 27, 2009, while valiantly serving his country in Afghanistan;
8 and
9 WHEREAS, Dale Russel Griffin grew up in Terre Haute, Indiana, the beloved son of Dona and

10 Gene Griffin; and
11 WHEREAS, Dale Griffin graduated from Terre Haute South Vigo High School in 1999 and was a
12 member of the high school wrestling team, making it to the state finals and clinching the second place
13 title for his weight class; and
14 WHEREAS, Dale Griffin matriculated with the Virginia Military Institute Class of 2003, attended
15 VMI for three semesters, and was a championship wrestler for the Keydets; and
16 WHEREAS, an outstanding and gifted athlete, Dale Griffin won his weight class in the All-Academy
17 Wrestling Championship in 2000 as a freshman at VMI and was named the tournament's Most
18 Outstanding Wrestler; and
19 WHEREAS, a dedicated and highly trained soldier, Sergeant Griffin was a proud member of the 1st
20 Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment, 5th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 2nd Infantry Division based in
21 Fort Lewis, Washington; and
22 WHEREAS, Sergeant Griffin died in a roadside bombing while on duty with his unit in southern
23 Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom; and
24 WHEREAS, Sergeant Griffin will be fondly remembered and greatly missed by his family, his
25 numerous friends and Keydets, and his fellow soldiers; and
26 WHEREAS, Sergeant Griffin's death is a reminder of the perils faced daily by the thousands of
27 Americans who serve in our armed forces overseas and whose devotion to duty places them in harm's
28 way; now, therefore, be it
29 RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly hereby
30 note with great sadness the loss of a courageous and patriotic American, Sergeant Dale Russel Griffin;
31 and, be it
32 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
33 for presentation to the family of Sergeant Dale Russel Griffin as an expression of the high regard in
34 which his memory is held by the members of the General Assembly and the citizens of Virginia.
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