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Prefiled January 12, 2010
A BILL to codify the criteria for memorialization of fallen Virginians at the Virginia War Memorial.

Patrons—Janis, Abbitt, Anderson, Athey, BaCote, Barlow, Bell, Richard P., Bell, Robert B., Byron,
Carrico, Cleaveland, Cline, Comstock, Cosgrove, Cox, JA., Cox, M.K., Crockett-Stark, Dance,
Edmunds, Garrett, Gear, Gilbert, Greason, Griffith, Howell, A.T., Howell, W.J., Hugo, laguinto,
Ingram, James, Joannou, Jones, Keam, Kilgore, Knight, Landes, LeMunyon, Lewis, Lingamfelter,
Lohr, Loupassi, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., Massie, May, McQuinn, Merricks, Miller, JH.,
Morefield, Morgan, Nixon, Nutter, O'Bannon, Oder, Orrock, Peace, Pogge, Poindexter, Purkey,
Putney, Scott, E.T., Scott, JM., Sherwood, Sickles, Spruill, Stolle, Tata, Torian, Tyler, Villanueva,
Ware, O., Ware, R.L. and Wright; Senators. Barker, Edwards, Hanger, Herring, Howell, Hurt, Locke,
Lucas, Marsden, Martin, McDougle, McEachin, Newman, Northam, Obenshain, Petersen, Puller,
Quayle, Ruff, Saslaw, Smith, Stosch, Stuart, Ticer, Vogel, Wagner, Wampler and Watkins

Referred to Committee on Genera Laws

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:

1. 8 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of 8§ 2.2-2708 of the Code of Virginia, and in accordance with
Chapter 404 of the Acts of Assembly of 2009, the names and homes of record of patriotic Virginians
who rendered faithful military service, and paid the ultimate sacrifice in the cause of freedom and
liberty for the Commonwealth and the nation, shall be engraved on the walls of the Virginia War
Memorial Shrine of Memory subject to the following criteria:

1. The deceased service member shall be a Virginian, based upon official state of residency as listed
on Department of Defense documents. However, the Virginia War Memorial Foundation Board of
Trustees may also, under extraordinary circumstances and within the full discretion of the Board,
determine that he is a Virginian based on place of birth, longtime residency, or other substantial ties to
the Commonwealth independent of the residency status listed on Department of Defense documents;

2. The deceased service member shall have died while serving on active duty in the uniformed armed
forces. For purposes of this act, "uniformed armed forces' shall include active-duty members of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Reserve Elements of any such branches, and
National Guard when mobilized for qualifying service; and

3. The death of the service member shall have resulted from wounds or injuries for which the Purple
Heart was actually awarded.

§ 2. In order to recognize the intrinsic value and worth of each and every service member, and the
sacred character of the sacrifice of every life, the Virginia War Memorial Foundation Board of Trustees
shall develop plans for an additional memorial wall at the Virginia War Memorial on which to record
the names and homes of record of Virginians who died while serving on active duty in the uniformed
armed forces, as determined by the criteria set forth in subdivisions 1 and 2 of § 1, but who do not
meet all of the criteria for inclusion on the Shrine of Memory as set forth in § 1. A deceased Virginian
shall be eligible for inclusion on the memorial wall pursuant to this section:

1. Regardless of whether the service member was serving in the continental United States, overseas,
in a combat zone, or elsewhere;

2. Regardless of the nature of the operations in which the service member was engaged at the time
of the wound or injury that resulted in the service member's death;

3. If the deceased service member was a Virginian, based upon official state of residency as listed on
Department of Defense documents. However, the Virginia War Memorial Foundation Board of Trustees
may also, under extraordinary circumstances and within the full discretion of the Board, determine that
he is a Virginian based on place of birth, longtime residency, or other substantial ties to the
Commonwealth independent of the residency status listed on Department of Defense documents; and

4. If the deceased service member died while serving on active duty in the uniformed armed forces.
For purposes of this act, "uniformed armed forces' shall include active-duty members of the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, Reserve Elements of any such branches, and National
Guard when mobilized for qualifying service.

8§ 3. Notwithstanding 8 1 and § 2 of this act, the Virginia War Memorial Foundation Board of
Trustees shall have the authority to make the final determination of individual eligibility for
memorialization on a case-by-case basis.
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