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1 SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 49
2 Offered February 19, 2007
3 Celebrating the life of Frank B. Nelms, Sr.
4 ––––––––––

Patrons––Quayle, Bell, Deeds, Devolites Davis, Edwards, Herring, Lambert, Locke, Lucas, Marsh,
McDougle, Miller, Obenshain, O'Brien, Potts, Puckett, Puller, Reynolds, Ticer, Wagner and Whipple

5 ––––––––––
6 WHEREAS, Frank B. Nelms, Sr., a respected citizen of the City of Suffolk, died on January 9,
7 2007; and
8 WHEREAS, a lifelong resident of Suffolk, Frank Nelms was born on July 17, 1930, the son of
9 Johnnie Wood and Lois Brinkley Nelms and stepson of Selma Sawyer Nelms; and

10 WHEREAS, Frank Nelms was the founder and chairman of the board of Driver Contractors, Inc.,
11 founder and president of Teach's Lair Marina, Inc., and founder and vice president of Joan Corporation;
12 and
13 WHEREAS, always deeply engaged in community service in Suffolk, Frank Nelms was a charter
14 member of Suffolk Forward, assistant chief of the Driver Volunteer Fire Department, founding patron of
15 Nansemond Suffolk Academy, past president of the Driver DeJarnett Parent Teacher Association, troop
16 leader of Boy Scout Troup No. 16, and a member of the Suffolk Elks Lodge No. 685, Suffolk Moose
17 Lodge No. 141, American Legion Post No. 0141, the Jolly Boys, and the Progressive Club; and
18 WHEREAS, a disabled Navy Air Corps veteran of the Korean War, Frank Nelms was a lifelong
19 member of his beloved Berea Christian Church, where he served on the property committee, was
20 instrumental in the installation of a new speaker system for the church, and participated in many other
21 projects; and
22 WHEREAS, Frank Nelms will be fondly remembered and keenly missed by his wife, Joan; their four
23 children and their grandchildren and great-grandchildren; and many other family members and friends;
24 now, therefore, be it
25 RESOLVED, That the Senate of Virginia hereby note with great sadness the loss of Frank B. Nelms,
26 Sr.; and, be it
27 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the Senate prepare a copy of this resolution for
28 presentation to the family of Frank B. Nelms, Sr., as an expression of the Senate of Virginia's respect
29 for his memory.
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