
2003 SESSION

INTRODUCED

035099902
1 HOUSE BILL NO. 2807
2 Offered January 17, 2003
3 A BILL to provide for the transfer of the property, duties, rights, and contractual obligations of trustees
4 of unincorporated areas to the supervisors of the counties in which the areas are situated and
5 dissolving the position of trustee for certain unincorporated areas.
6 ––––––––––

Patrons––Rapp, Abbitt, Albo, Athey, Bell, Black, Bolvin, Byron, Callahan, Carrico, Cline, Cole,
Cosgrove, Cox, Darner, Devolites, Drake, Dudley, Gear, Griffith, Hargrove, Hugo, Hurt, Ingram,
Janis, Joannou, Jones, D.C., Jones, S.C., Keister, Kilgore, Landes, Lingamfelter, Louderback, Marrs,
Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., May, McDonnell, McDougle, McQuigg, Morgan, Nixon, Nutter,
O'Bannon, Orrock, Parrish, Purkey, Putney, Reese, Reid, Rollison, Rust, Saxman, Sears, Sherwood,
Spruill, Stump, Suit, Tata, Wardrup, Weatherholtz, Welch and Wright; Senators: Blevins, Cuccinelli,
Hawkins, Martin, O'Brien, Rerras, Ruff, Stosch, Trumbo and Wagner

7 ––––––––––
8 Referred to Committee on Counties, Cities and Towns
9 ––––––––––

10 Whereas, in colonial times, various statutes provided for trustees for certain unincorporated areas,
11 commonly called towns, established for governmental purposes such as the oversight of ports and
12 regulation of commerce (see, e.g., 3 Hening's Statutes, page 53 (1691), and 3 Hening's Statutes, page
13 186 (1699)); and
14 Whereas, the Codes of Virginia from 1819 to 1873 recognized the existence of boards of trustees but
15 references to boards of trustees in the Codes of Virginia disappeared thereafter; and
16 Whereas, the General Assembly has enacted laws relating to trustees for an unincorporated portion of
17 York County, e.g. Chapter 286 of the Acts of Assembly of 1926, as amended; and
18 Whereas, the colonial practice of relying on appointed trustees for limited governmental purposes has
19 been replaced generally by reliance on elected councils for incorporated towns and elected supervisors
20 for counties and the unincorporated areas in counties; and
21 Whereas, Article VII, Section 5, of the Constitution of Virginia now requires that the governing
22 bodies of counties, cities, and towns be elected by the people; and
23 Whereas, the affairs of local government are best addressed and administered by the people's elected
24 representatives and any unincorporated areas located within a county should be governed by the county's
25 elected governing body; now, therefore,
26 Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia:
27 1. § 1. The property, duties, rights, and contractual obligations of the trustees of any unincorporated
28 area commonly referred to as a town or township are hereby transferred to the board of supervisors of
29 the county in which the unincorporated area is located. Any such unincorporated area is confirmed to
30 be part of the county in which it is located. Any trustees heretofore appointed to serve as trustees for
31 such an unincorporated area are deemed to have completed their service as trustees on the effective
32 date of this act and shall be dissolved thereafter. Any such property transferred to the board of
33 supervisors of the county may be used, sold, leased, or otherwise disposed of as the board of
34 supervisors shall determine, consistent with the general laws applicable to counties.
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