
2002 SESSION
LEGISLATION NOT PREPARED BY DLS

INTRODUCED

029826518
1 SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 277
2 Offered March 4, 2002
3 Salute of all of Virginia's professional firefighters and paramedics for their courageous and selfless
4 actions in the wake of the events of September 11, 2001.
5 ––––––––––

Patrons––Puller, Barry, Blevins, Bolling, Byrne, Chichester, Colgan, Deeds, Edwards, Hanger, Hawkins,
Houck, Howell, Lambert, Lucas, Marsh, Martin, Marye, Maxwell, Miller, K.G., Miller, Y.B., Mims,
Newman, Norment, Potts, Puckett, Quayle, Rerras, Reynolds, Ruff, Saslaw, Stolle, Stosch, Ticer,
Trumbo, Wagner, Wampler, Watkins, Whipple and Williams; Delegates: Abbitt, Albo, Almand,
Amundson, Armstrong, Athey, Barlow, Baskerville, Bell, Black, Bland, Bloxom, Bolvin, Brink,
Broman, Bryant, Byron, Callahan, Carrico, Christian, Cole, Cosgrove, Councill, Cox, Crittenden,
Darner, Devolites, Dillard, Drake, Dudley, Gear, Griffith, Hall, Hamilton, Hargrove, Hogan, Howell,
Hull, Hurt, Ingram, Janis, Joannou, Johnson, Jones, D.C., Jones, J.C., Jones, S.C., Keister, Kilgore,
Landes, Lingamfelter, Louderback, Marrs, Marshall, D.W., Marshall, R.G., May, McDonnell,
McDougle, McQuigg, Melvin, Miles, Moran, Morgan, Nixon, Nutter, O'Bannon, O'Brien, Oder,
Orrock, Parrish, Petersen, Phillips, Plum, Pollard, Purkey, Putney, Rapp, Reese, Reid, Rollison, Rust,
Saxman, Scott, Sears, Sherwood, Shuler, Spruill, Stump, Suit, Tata, Thomas, Van Landingham, Van
Yahres, Wardrup, Ware, Watts, Weatherholtz, Welch, Wilkins, Woodrum and Wright

6 ––––––––––
7 WHERAS, the Commonwealth of Virginia is united in its eternal admiration of the professional
8 firefighters and paramedics who protect its citizens every day; and
9 WHEREAS, the events of September 11 affected all citizens and union firefighters across the

10 Commonwealth deeply and permanently; and
11 WHEREAS, hundreds of Virginia's professional firefighters and paramedics responded quickly and
12 effectively after the brutal attack on the Pentagon––a direct assault on Virginia's own soil; and
13 WHEREAS, in addition to the tremendous response by Virginia's domestic defenders to the Pentagon
14 attack, many of our firefighters also selflessly traveled to New York City to support their fellow
15 firefighters in their time of need; and
16 WHEREAS, hundreds of our bravest traveled to New York on their own to attend the many funeral
17 and memorial services honoring the 343 FDNY firefighters and paramedics who perished in the World
18 Trade Center; and
19 WHEREAS, a dedicated group of Virginia firefighters gave even more of themselves, performing a
20 host of critical duties for the members of the New York City Fire Department and their sister affiliates
21 of the International Association of Firefighters; and
22 WHEREAS, these union firefighters supported their counterparts in New York in dozens of ways,
23 including administrative work, transportation services, communication with bereaved family members,
24 and many other vital tasks; and
25 WHEREAS, these Virginians worked tirelessly with little fanfare for their brothers and sisters in the
26 fire service––neither seeking nor accepting credit for the essential services they performed; and
27 WHEREAS, a group of these firefighters, led by Fairfax County Fire Lieutenant Patrick Morrison,
28 who is nationally recognized for his efforts to promote health and safety in our nation's fire departments,
29 provided around-the-clock critical incident counseling services to their fellow firefighters in New York
30 City who were dealing with the loss of 343 of their brothers in uniform; and
31 WHEREAS, Lieutenant Morrison's leadership skills, organizational ability and counseling expertise
32 allowed him to integrate 170 counselors from across North America to help ease the pain and start the
33 healing process for firefighters dealing with the largest line-of-duty loss in the fire service's long and
34 proud history; and
35 WHEREAS, Lieutenant Morrison's efforts have prevented emotional and physical stress, and are
36 allowing those firefighters who need assistance to receive it––making it possible for these firefighters to
37 continue to provide service to the citizens of New York; now, therefore, be it
38 RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the General Assembly salute all
39 of its professional firefighters and paramedics for their courageous and selfless actions in the wake of
40 the events of September 11, 2001; and, be it
41 RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Commonwealth of Virginia salute the firefighters of the Fairfax
42 Fire Department for their dedication to their brother and sister firefighters in New York City and
43 commend Fairfax County Fire Lieutenant Patrick Morrison for his unceasing efforts to provide direct
44 counseling assistance to New York City's bravest as they dealt with the loss of 343 of their brother
45 firefighters.
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