
2002 SESSION

ENROLLED

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 284

On the death of James McIlhany Thomson.

Agreed to by the House of Delegates, January 25, 2002
Agreed to by the Senate, January 31, 2002

WHEREAS, James McIlhany Thomson of Berryville died on July 22, 2001; and
WHEREAS, a prominent attorney, legislator, and military veteran, James Thomson spent his life in

the service of others; and
WHEREAS, James Thomson attended the Virginia Military Institute, where he served as a corporal

in Company D and was a member of the wrestling team; and
WHEREAS, in a time of national emergency, James Thomson temporarily set aside his personal

interests, served with honor and distinction in the United States Marine Corps during the Second World
War and attained the rank of first lieutenant; and

WHEREAS, upon completion of his military service, James Thomson returned to Virginia and earned
his LL.B. from the University of Virginia in 1950; and

WHEREAS, James Thomson practiced law in Alexandria, providing help, advice, and wise counsel
to his fellow citizens; and

WHEREAS, James Thomson was elected to the House of Delegates in 1955, where he became a
rising member of the conservative arm of the Democratic Party; and

WHEREAS, as the majority leader of the House of Delegates from 1968 until 1978, James Thomson,
in the words of the Washington Post, "was regarded as a skillful and true-to-his-words politician who
ably delivered appropriations for the METRO System, George Mason University and other
state-supported facilities in Northern Virginia"; and

WHEREAS, James Thomson served as chairman of the Virginia Code Commission and as State
Insurance Commissioner before retiring from public life in 1986; and

WHEREAS, upon retirement from public life, James Thomson continued his record of service to
others, lending his time, talent, and attention as a founding board member of Community Bank of
Northern Virginia; and

WHEREAS, the House of Delegates and the Commonwealth have lost a prominent citizen and true
friend with a servant's soul; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the General Assembly note with
sadness the passing of an exceptional citizen of the Commonwealth, James McIlhany Thomson; and, be
it

RESOLVED FURTHER, That the Clerk of the House of Delegates prepare a copy of this resolution
for presentation to the family of James McIlhany Thomson as an expression of the esteem in which his
memory is held by the members of the General Assembly.
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