
VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY -- 2002 SESSION

CHAPTER 824

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 42

Proposing an amendment to Section 1 of Article VI of the Constitution of Virginia, relating to judicial
power and jurisdiction.

Agreed to by the Senate, February 28, 2002
Agreed to by the House of Delegates, February 26, 2002

WHEREAS, a proposed amendment to the Constitution of Virginia, hereinafter set forth, was agreed
to by a majority of the members elected to each of the two houses of the General Assembly at the
regular session of 2001 and referred to this, the next regular session held after the 2001 general election
of members of the House of Delegates, as required by the Constitution of Virginia; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED by the Senate, the House of Delegates concurring, That the following amendment to the
Constitution of Virginia be, and the same hereby is, proposed in conformity with the provisions of
Section 1 of Article XII of the Constitution of Virginia, namely:

Amend Section 1 of Article VI of the Constitution of Virginia as follows:
ARTICLE VI
JUDICIARY

Section 1. Judicial power; jurisdiction.
The judicial power of the Commonwealth shall be vested in a Supreme Court and in such other

courts of original or appellate jurisdiction subordinate to the Supreme Court as the General Assembly
may from time to time establish. Trial courts of general jurisdiction, appellate courts, and such other
courts as shall be so designated by the General Assembly shall be known as courts of record.

The Supreme Court shall, by virtue of this Constitution, have original jurisdiction in cases of habeas
corpus, mandamus, and prohibition,; to consider claims of actual innocence presented by convicted
felons in such cases and in such manner as may be provided by the General Assembly; in matters of
judicial censure, retirement, and removal under Section 10 of this Article,; and to answer questions of
state law certified by a court of the United States or the highest appellate court of any other state. All
other jurisdiction of the Supreme Court shall be appellate. Subject to such reasonable rules as may be
prescribed as to the course of appeals and other procedural matters, the Supreme Court shall, by virtue
of this Constitution, have appellate jurisdiction in cases involving the constitutionality of a law under
this Constitution or the Constitution of the United States and in cases involving the life or liberty of any
person.

The General Assembly may allow the Commonwealth the right to appeal in all cases, including those
involving the life or liberty of a person, provided such appeal would not otherwise violate this
Constitution or the Constitution of the United States.

Subject to the foregoing limitations, the General Assembly shall have the power to determine the
original and appellate jurisdiction of the courts of the Commonwealth.


